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officers. Until these officers were placed
on the permanent staff they would not
get the benefits that should accrue under
the Bill. He was particularly keen on
this matter and he would take an extreme
step so as to get his amendment passed.
This clause was practically inserted so as
to leave the power of discretion in the
hands of the Government to do as they
jolly well pleased with those on the temn-
porary staff, and to treat them in a doin-n

eeig a as had been done in the past.
HON. B S. HANsES: Let the clause

stand.
HoN. F. WHITOOME Was the

hon. member to be the next Minister in
this HouseP If that had not been
decided on, the hon. member was evi-
dently bidding for it. The hen member
had made a strong speech in support of
the.Government to-night. Those officers
who were on the temporary staff should
be made permanent officers and treated
accordingly.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member did not understand the far-
reaching consequences of his amendment.
There were a number of officers employed
on public works who, from the necessities
of the case, were temnporatry officers. He
might instance one case, that of the
Coolgardie Water Scheme in course of
construction. On those works the officers
could only be temporarily employed, and
if the hon. member's amlendment were
carried, the effect would be that the civil
service of the country would be saddled
with those officers as permanent men, for
whom there would be no permanent
employment in a shorter or longer time.
That would be a most dangerous state of
things. For some considerable time past
this country had been pursuing a o
gressive policy of public works, and t ey
anticipated that a time would come when
they would have to slacken off. If in the
meantime the officers engaged on such
works were placed on the permanent staff,
that would involve embarrassment of the
finances of the colony. He hoped the
hion. member would, in the interests of
the country, withdraw his amendment.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clauses 42 and 43-agreed to.
Clause 44-Notices to be gazetted:
How. R. S. HAYNES: Would there

be ay objection to report progress?

Tas COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had
none.

RON. R. S. HAYNES: The appear-
ance in the Gazette of a person's name
was conclusive proof of appointment or
dismissal. Perhaps it would be remem-
bered that in the Mining Act such pro-
vision got in by mistake, and the Govern.
ment could not go behind it.

THE COLON4IAL SECRETARY said he was
quite willing to report progress.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Would the
ban. gentleman draw the attention of the
draftsman to the point, and ask, whether
it would Dot be better to insert the words
"Iprimdfacie"?P

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY
(after taking a note of the clause referred
to) moved that progress be reported.

Put and passed.
Progress reported and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMIENT.
The House adjourned at 9,19 o'clock

until the next Tuesday.

fegishafibe 2 stznihlu,
Wedneilday, 3q-d October, 1900.

Paper presented-Question: Wines, Boor, and Spirit
Sae Acs, as to Ainending-Imdustri.l conciliation
and Arbitration Hill, third reatding-Game Act
Amendment Bill, third reading-Leave of Absence
-Ppers: Murgoo Telephone Office, closing-
Mton Mnmumn Wage in Qoement Contacts,

to enoce (adjouvrne)-Motion: Elections for
FederlPrliament, on Separate flays (withdrawnu)
-Moction: Comle Coal and Sinks f roma Railway
Engines (negatived)-Motion: Horses forlImperial
Cavalry, Local Breeding (adjonrnsed)-Motion;
Wild Dogs, Reward for Destroyin-Motion for

Pn ie rosecutions at alorlie, Fiats
. aegdIrregulry (wvithdrauwn)-Mobop:;

Railway Workshops atlMidland Junction, Amend.
went (Coesmrission of Experts) pissed, Divisions-
Motion for papers, Railway Workshops (negatived)
-Roads Act Amendment Bill, discharge of order-

Kgorlie Menicipal Loase. Reappropriation. Bill,
seodreading, in Committee, reported-Adjourn.

must.

THE SPEAKfER took the Chair at
4-SO o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.
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PAPER PRESENJTED.
By the COMMISSIONERt 01

LAns: Karakatta Cemetery
balance-sheet, 1899-1900.

Ordered to lie on the table.

CROWN

Board

QUESTION-WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT
SALE ACTS, AS TO AMENDING.

MR. JAMES asked the Premier,
Whether he proposed during this session
to introduce legislation amending the
Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sae Acts on the
lines indicated by him in reply to a recent
deputation.

THE PREMIER replied:-It is not
proposed to introduce this legislation
during the present session.

INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION AND
ARBITRATION SILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted
the Legislative Council.

to

GAME ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time, and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by the PREMIER, leave of

absence for one fortnight was granted to
the member for the Irwin (Mr. Phillips),
on the ground of urgent private busi-
ness.

PAPERS-MURGOO TELEPHONE
OFFICE, CLOSING.

MR. MITCHELL (Murchison) moved,
That all papers and correspondence in con-

nection with the closing of the Margoo
telephone office be placed upon the table of
this Hous. .

His excuse for calling attention to this
matter was, he said, that the Murgoo
telephone office had been closed for six
weeks; and he, amongst others, desired
to know the reason, which would prob-
ably be disclosed if the correspondence
were laid on the table. Business was
brisk in the district just now, and there
was no convenience for sending any
messages over the line. A fewinights ago
he asked a question regarding the removal
of the police station from Mount Wit-
tenoom to this particular place, and
received an answer which was certainly
Dot satisfactory, namely, that the matter
had not been represented to the police
authorities. Bu t had been represented
to him as member for the district, and
that was quite sufficient; and though he

might have made a mistake in not
representing the matter to the Commis-
sioner of Police, he would know better in
the future. He hoped to hear something
more about the removal of the police
station, which was now situated about
28 miles from the terminus of the tele-
phone office; and if a change were made,
it would he much more central and con-
venient for the people generally.

MR. DARLOT (DeGrey): This tele-
phone line had been erected at consider-
able Government expense, and it was a
great pity that, because the post office
authorities chose to make agreements
with residents in the district to run a
cheap office, and because the postmaster
there should become unmanageable by
the Postmaster General, the whole dis-
trict should he thrown out of communi-
cation. The very least the Postal Deprtx-
ment should have done, was to send a
man temporarily until a mome permanent
arrangement could be made; because it
was not the wish of the Postmaster
General, or the Government, that 100
miles or more of telephone line should
be allowed to lie waste, simply for want
of a telephone official. It was true there
was no Government building at the
particular place; but contractors, when
constructing telephone lines, used the lines
as far as they were complete; and there
was no reason why the Postmaster
General should not have risen to the
occasion, and sent out a telephone opera-
tor, even if that operator had to live in a
tent. If the Postmaster General could
not find men to do the work, all he had
to do was to ask someone else, whowould
find good men. The member for Murchi-
son (Mr. Mitchell) had been working for
some time, in order to bring this matter
to a, head, and at this particular time of
year the absence of telephone communi-
cation pressed very hardly on settlers, not
only in this district but in all the districts
further North. The telephone messages
sent from Murgoo were of the utmost
importance, generally relating to loads of
wool, worth some hundredsof pounds,orto
flocks of fat sheep and herds of fat cattle,
which ran into thousands of pounds; so
that while the messages might bring in
a small revenue, the telephone office at
that point was opening up the country.
It was the first opportunity a drover or a
teamster had of communicating with his
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principal; and although the messages
might not be very profitable to the
Government, they were, as he had said,
of the greatest importance, not only to
cattle owners, but to all who got a little
bit of commission and profit from the
produce as it passed to market Hie
hoped the Government would see into the
matter at once, because there were a
large number of old settlers in the
district, which had been occupied for over
20 years, and the whole of the communi-
cation bad been thrown out of gear,
simply owing to the irritability of this
amateur post-office official.

MRs. ILLINGqORoTH: Who was thatP
MR. DARLOT: The amateur post

office official was Mr. Maloney, a station
owner. The Postmaster General had
done his utmost to arrive at some
amicable settlement but seeing the post
office was to be ru on commercial lines,
the fact that a man chose to be irritable
ought not to be allowed to put the whole
of the settlers there to loss or mnuo-
veience.

MR. ILLTNGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) said he had occasion to comnmuni-
cate with the Postmaster General on this
question, because the absence of tele-
phone communication affected part of the
electorate which he represented. This
telephone went into flay Dawn. and was a
great convenience there.

THE PREMIER said he did not think
the telephone went to Day Dawn.

MR. ILjLINGWORTH: There was
telephonic and telegraphic communication
with Day Dawn from Murgoo. Theme
ought to be an inquiry into this matter,
and it was to be hoped that the Post-
master General would see his way clear
to re-open the telephone, the closing of
which was brought about by a bit of a
quarrel between the Postmaster General
and Mr.Maloney. If Mr. Maloney would
not do the work to the satisfaction of the
Postmaster General, a man ought to be
sent who would do the work; and the
whole thing was a matter of personal
spite between the parties, on which
account the public ought not to be allowed
to suffer.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): This telephone wire went from
Murgoo. but he was not aware of the
exact route, and could not find out.
Murgoo was a sheep station and was on

the overland route from the North, the
Upper Murchison and the North-West
districts for cattle and sheep. This was
a very useful place for drovers to tele-
phone from, in the first instance to
Yalgoo, and have their messages trans-
mitted by telegraph to Perth and
elsewhere. The traffic was very little,
but it was important; and the owner of
the station, who was postmaster and
telephonist and received £60 a year,
refused, or, at any rate, would not send
in the returns required by the Postmaster
General, and differences were the result.
When the papers were laid upon the
table of the House, hon. members would
see that the action of Mr. Maloney was
not the Ordinary action of an employee of
the Government, because be was very off-
hand, and the end of it was that his
services were dispensed with, though the
Government found themselves in a
difficulty when there was no one else
there. Unless some building was put uip
close by, or some other locality was
substituted, the Government were abso-
lutely in that settler's hands.

ME. Vospns: That showed theme would
be aan advantage in extending the Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Bill to Gov4 n-
ment departments.

THE PREMIER: The correspondence
had come before him, and the Govern-
ment did try conciliation, but this very
worthy settler was not an easy man to
manage, and the result was the whole
thing was thrown out of gear. Some
arrangement, be understood, had been
made through the influence of the mem-
ber for the DeGrey (Mr. Darl~t) to get
over the difficulty, but his (the Premier's)
attention had not been drawn to the
matter for the last week or two, and he
did not know how the arrangement had
proceeded. Something must be done to
open up this telephone line, but if a per-
son were sent specially, a house would
have to be erected, and the cost would be,
perhaps, £-200 a year; whereas, consider-
ing the convenience the. office was to the
settlers, the service ought to be done for
nothing. Not only did this settler want
his £60 a year, but hd would not do as
he was told; and the papers would be
laid on the table, in order that members
might have the advantage of reading
them for themselves.

Question put and passed.

Hurgoo Telephone: [3 OCTOBER, 1900.]
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MOTION-MINIMUM WAGE IN GOV.-
VERNIENT CONTRACTS, TO EN-
FORCE.

M i. VOSPER (INorth-EastCoolgardie)
moved:

That in the opinion of this House, it is
necessary that a mninimum wage clause, be
inserted in all Government contracts.
He said: A similar motion has been
before the Rouse on two occasions, on
both of which I believe it was defeated;
but now we have come to a different
stage in the industrial history of the
colony. We have just seen the Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Bill passed through
its stages, and this indicates we are
beginning to take a, better view than
formerly, and it will be appropriate at
this time if the Government will consent
to the passing of this notion. The object
of the motion is practically that every
contractor who sends in a tender for
carrying out Government works of any
description shall set forth in that tender
the amount of wage he proposes to pay
the workmen. If the wage specified be
beneath the standard wage ruling in the
district where the work is to be carried
out, that shall be a, powerful reason for
refusing the tender; if, on the other
hand, the wage be according to
staindard, that will be a reason for con-
sidering the tender on its merits. I take
it that after the speeches we have heard
from the Attorney General and other
hon. members during the last few days,
there is no necessity for me to dilate on
the merits of the dhipute between labour
and capital. Let it suffice to say we know
very frequently there are complaints
made about contracting, more especially
about sub-contracting; and the result
usually is that when men are under
the control of sub-contractors, wages
are kept down to a bare subsistence level.
This sort of thing takes place almost
under the direct control of the Public
Works Department; and as the Govern-
ment have set a good example in
introducing the Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Bill, they should also set a
good example as - large employers of
labour by laying down the principle that
the milnum wage shall be the lowest
wage paid under any contract executed
for the Government, or any work under
the direct control of the Government.
Therefore I beg to move the adoption of

the motion, and trust it will be accepted
at the hands of the House.

MR. JAMES (East Perth): In second-

ing the motion, I wish to express my
entire concurrence with it. On previous
occasions I have addressed the House on
motions of this character, and I desire to
re-echo what the mover has said on this
occasion, and hope it will be successful.
I do not think that if the motion be
passed, it will in any way affect or
increase the price paid for Government
work executed by contract; and I take
it that the aver-ge wage represents the
minimum. wage, and that when a con-
tractor tenders for a Government work,
that tender is based almost entirely on
the average wage ruling in the locality
for the particular class of work. So far
as the Government are concerned, they
are called on to pay a price which is
based on the average wage; and it is
only those contractors who endeavour to
sweat and cut down the wages of
their workmen who pay their employees
less than the average wage, and rely
on making a profit by taking to a
large extent what they can out of the
men's wages. Having got a contract, we
too often find the contractor endeavours
to make an unfair profit by reducing
the wage of those employed by him. We
are simply asking that the Government
should provide, in the contracts they
make for public works, that when persons
tender it must be on the understanding
that the wage to be paid must be on the
minimum-wage basis. That basis can be
fixed by the department here, the same as
it is fixed in the sister colonies.

THE FPREMIER: Do you know what is
the rule in other colonies ?

Mn. JAMES: In Victoria the depart-
ment fixes the wage.

THE PREMIER: Do not we fix it here?
MR. JAMES: No; the market fixes it.

The only provision I know of in the same
direction is that which prevents sub-
letting in Government contracts ; and
that provision, if enforced, will prevent
the undue reduction of wages. I do not
think it is enforced as strictly as it might
be. As the effect of this motion would
uot be to increase the cost of Government
works, and as it is fair that the Gov-
ernment should, so far as their own
employees are concerned, be put under
the minimum-wage system, they should

in Government Conlracts.[ASSEMBLY.)
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behave as model emiployers. So also we
should require that those who act through
the Government as contractors under-
taking public works should observe the
same rule and regulations. This Parlia-
mnent and the country should insist on all
persons employed by the Government,
directly or indirectly, being paid in
accordance with the principle suggested
in this motion.

Tax PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir 3.
Forrest): I have never heard any com-
plaints during the 10 years I have been
in office, in regard to the wages paid by
Government contractors being less than
they should be. Of course there may
have been some complaints, but they have
not reached me. There has Dot been any
complaint from persons directly employed
by the Government, in all the works we
have done or are carrying out by day
labour. There have been some questions
in regard to overtime, and there always
will be; there have also been some ques-
tions as to increase of wages: these have
been dealt with on their merits. I do
not remember any case in which conm-
plait chas been made by employees
en ge in a Government contract that
they were not paid a sufficient wage. I
ask that this motion be adjourned, not
with a view of opposing it, but to enable
me to make some inquiry. I should like
to know in which colony this principle is
in force. Of course the minimum wage
will often become the maximum wage;
that is, so long as there is so much a day
fixed as the minimum *wage to be paid in
any contract work under Government,
the contractors will try to fix the work-
men to that as a maximum wage. That
has been the complaint in all the colonies
where the minimum wage system has been
tried. I remember in regard to boot-
makers and the Factory Act in Victoria,
there was a great commotion caused by
the employers treating the minimum as
the maximum wage. Another idea that
occurs to one is that if the minimum
wage is pretty high, those workmen who
are not quite as good as they were
when younger will be excluded from
employment. I suppose they are to a

grea exentnow; still, they will be more
sounrthis system. It does seem hard
that a man who has done good work in
his time, and is still able to do good
work, is to be debarred because he cannot

do it as well or as quickly as some of his
fellows, and as the regular wage requires
from him; but that must be the result,
and as the member for North-East Cool-
gardie says, I have no doubt it is the
result here, that in public works done by
contract under Government, only the
young and stalwart men are employed by
contractors, the older men having to give
place, and to get other work if they can.
I quite agree with the member for East
Perth (Mr. James) that this is not a
matter which would increase the price of
contracts to the Government; because, as
a rule, in Government contracts the imen
are paid as well as, if not better than,
those engaged in any other contracts; so
that I would not oppose this provision
on that ground. I suppose it will be
admitted by everyone that the minimum
wage would not be a very high one; that
is, it would not affect the maximum wage;
for, if a man 'got seven shillings or eight
shillings a day as the minimum, others
might get ten shillings or more. In that
case the principle of this motion would be
of very little use. In fact, I take it that
the principle would be inoperative gene-
rally, unless the wage paid became the
maxiunnwage. I do not believemi such
legislation, unless there is some necessity
for it; and if there were a real necessity,
I think it would be our duty to deal
with it. Still, I very much question
whether legIslation of this sort works
the cure it is intended to do. I move
that this debate be adjourned; or, if
other members wish to speak on it
now, perhaps someone will move the
adjournment, as I do not want to stop
the discussion. I want to find out the
practice here, for I have an idea there is
some provision in our Government con-
tracts as to the ordinary wage having to
be paid. I have been so busy during the
last day or two that I have not had time
to get the information which I should
like to have on this question.

Mn. MITCHELL (Murchison): I do
not rise with the idea of opposing the
motion, because I think it is a very
sensible one, and no doubt the mover has
the best intentions; but I am afraid it
would be somewhat unworkable. I was
a large employer in this colony at one
time, and have had all sorts of workmen
to deal with, and my experienice is that
one workman is sometimes worth much
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more than others. Men have often tod
me, when they knew they were not equal
to the best workmen, that they would
willingly work for less wages, but dare
not do it because they would be called
"blacklegs." We cannot make a hard-
and-fast rule for regulating wages.
Speaking of contractors, my experience is
that there have been more complaints
about the high rates of wages paid by
those who are doing contract works under
Government than in regard to the wages
paid not being sufficient. I suppose
the Government give these men such
good contracts that they are able to pay
a higher rate of wages for the work that
is to be done than other employers can
afford to pay. I say there must; be a
great distinction between the minimum
and the maximum wage. To carry out
the suggestion of the Premier, I move
that the debate be adjournued for one
week.

Motioni for adjourment put and passed.

MOTION: ELECTION FOR FEDERAL
PARLIAMENT ON SEPA-RATE DAYS.

MR. VOSPER(North-EastCoolgardie)
moved:-

That, in the opinion of this House, it is de-
sirable tbat the election of Senators and
of Members of the House of Representatives
be held on separate days; provided that all
elections for the latter House be held simul-
taneously.
He said: The reason for tis motion is a
simple one. At the first election of re-
presentatives to be sent from this colony
to the Federal Parliament, we shall have
to return six members to the Senate and
five members to the House of Represen-
tatives. It is within the bounds of pos-
sibility that there may be as many as
twenty candidates for election to the
Senate, and perhaps as many for the
seats allowed to this colony for the
House of Representatives. If electors
are presented with two ballot papers, one
containing the names of some twenty
candidates for the whole coloniy, and the
other containing the names of two or
three candidates for a particular consti-
tuency, and if the electors in any district
have to select seven persons out of the
total number of candidates, the result
will probably be a great deal of confusion.
I quite agree it is necessary that all
ele-tions should be held on one day, but

I think, seeing this is the first time we
are to hve an election of this kind, and
the last in which so large a number of
members will have to be elected at once,
it is necessary to make some distinction
between the elections for the two Houses;
and it would therefore perhaps be
desirable that we should hold these two
elections on separate days. Another
point which has been suggested to me,
and which I wish to urge particularly, is
that although we may have a plethora of
candidates for these two Houses, it is
also possible we may have a scarcity of
really good men to represent the colony.
And it is also within the bounds of
possibility that some worthy person who
is fit to represent the colony may, owing
to some local cause, be defeated in a given
electorate, say for the House of Represen-
tatives; and it may be desirable in the
interests of Western Australia that such
a man should have a- seat in the Senate.
Now, if we hold both elections on one
day, we shall place in the power of one
electorate, relatively small when com-
pared with the whole colony, an oppor-
tunity of rejecting that man altogether,
and of driving him out of public life. On
the other hand, if the elections be held on
separate days, a candidate rejected in
such circumstances will be able to stand
for the other House; and thus we may
be able to get a wider choice for the
electors, and perhaps a better class of
men to represent us in the Federal
Parliament. It has been -'stated that
instead of taling this course we might
with advantage have two separate
polling booths in each place-one for
the Senate and the other for members
of the House of Representatives. That
would be a good idea, and if the House
prefer that course should be taken, I am
perfectly willing, to assent ; but I thinkc
that, whatever course is taken, hon. mem-
bers will agree with me that for the
present an elector with two ballot papers
showing the names of some 30 or 40 per-
sons is very likely to get into a state of
c3nfusion, and many of the ballot papers
will be informal; and I think in many
cases the voters will elect the very person
whom they most desire to reject. Of
course, in an ordinary case where we have
only one or two candidates, the ballot
papers appeal to the simplest intelligence.
But if there is one long list, or in this
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ease two long lists of candidates, and the
voters have to elect eleven men, it strikes
me there may be a very large number of
blunders, with results to the colony of a
very serious character. I take it that
to select the very best men we can get
to represent the colony, it is obviously
necessary that we should get eleven men
of the very highest public standing this
colony can produce, if we are to be properly
represented in the national Parliament;
otherwise federation will be fraught with,
perhaps, even worse disasters than were
predicted by its opponents. So my desire
is, as far as possible, to simplify the
election, to place the issues clearly before
the electors, and enable them to give an
intelligent vote. I do not think it necessary
to confine myself to the proposal contained
in the motion; but I bring forward the
motion in order that the matter may be
discussed, and some way devised to get
over this difficulty.

MR. GREGORY -(North Coolgardie):-
I second the motion.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): I do not think the bon. mem-
ber's motion is quite in order, because it
seems to me to assume that this Parlia-
ment has something to doa with the
elections for the House of Representatives.
If the hon. member will look at the Act,
lie will find that the Governor General in
Council causes writs to be issued for
members of the House of Representa-
tives.

MR. VosPEn: What is he going to do
before there is a Council ?

THE PREMIER: No doubt he will
get a Council at once, and writs cannot
be issued until he gets a Council; so that
we shall have nothing whatever to do
except, perhaps, to give friendly assistance
in regard to the Senate. However, we
shall have that to do, because the Governor
of a State may cause writs to be issued
fokr the election of Senators for that State.
In ease of dissolution, the writs must be
issued within 10 days from the proclama-
tion of such dissolution. So that, although
the Governor of a State will have to issue
all writs for the senators, he will have
nothing whatever to do with those for
members of the House of Representatives.

Mn. VosPEn: Do not you think a
request from a State House will have
some weight with the Governor General
as to a matter of local convenience?

THE PREMIER: We might make a
friendly representation.

Ma. A. FORREST : Federalists have sold
themselves, and now the first trouble has
come upon them.

THE PREMIER: 1 do not know
whether it would be desirable to have two
separate days for these elections. I think
we shall have to consider that matter,
and follow the practice adopted in the
other colonies. This House has already
decided that elections for the Assembly
shall take place on the same day.

MR. V6srPER: This motion does, exactly
the same thing, as regards the House of
Representatives.

THE PREMIER:- By this motion this
Honse is interfering in a matter in which
it has no authority to interfere, as far as
regards the issue of writs for the House
of Representatives.

MR. A. FoRRsr: That is what the
Federal Ministry will always tell you, in
the future.

THE PREMIER: Yes; all of us will
have to be kept on the rails. Personally,
I think it would be very convenient to
have the elections on one day. People
will be tired out with elections if we have
two separate days, one for the Upper
House and one for the Lower. And after
a, what does it come to ? The state-
ment of the hon. member, if it means
anything at all, means that the electors
of this country are so ignorant that they
do not know what they are asked to do;
that we have given them this privilege of
voting, and that they are not intelligent
enough to understand and to exercise
that privilege. If that is the state of
affairs, I say the electors do not deserve
to have such a privilege. If the people
of this country are so ignorant that they
do not know how to deal with the vote,
I think it is a sad state of affairs that
this country should be in the hands of
such people. I take another view. I
think the day has gone by when people
were so ignorant. People are getting
more intelligent, and the vast majority of
these will be able to understand what
they have to doi at an election. And
what can be easier? Are we going to
confuse a vote for the House of Represen-
tatives with a vote for the Senate ? We
shall have it placarded up somewhere:
" Voting papers for the Senate, this way.
Voters for the House of Representatives,

Federal Blectiono [3 OCTOBER, 1900.)
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this way." That can be done in some
big room, if there is a, room big enough;
or we may have two rooms, or two polling
places even, in the same town, Why give
all the people of this country the trouble
of coming in twice to vote, because we are
told they are so ignorant that they will get
confused, and will not understand what
they are asked to do? My opinion is that
for the first election, at any rate, it would
be more convenient to have the two polls
taken on the same day. These elections,
perhaps, need not always be held at the
same time, and I do not think they will.
flat is & matter which the Federal Par-
liament will, perhaps, have something to
say about. And we must remember that
the law provides that all these electoral
matters, as far as the Commonwealth is
concerned, are to be taken charge of by
the States until the Commonwealth other-
wise provides. I am inclined to vote
against this motion. We cannot make a
motion here in such terms as these. We
have not the power. If we desire to make
ourselves heard, we must petition the
Governor General, asking him to use his
influence in the direction required.

MR. VosPEn: Send a, deputation to
him.

THE PREMIER: Yes; we might
send over a deputation. But as regards
the Senate elections, the matter is in our
hands. I think it is undesirable to follow
the hon. member in his motion.

Ma. HJLINGWOETH (Central Muii-
chison). It seems to me the process will
be this. After the Governor General has
issued the writs required for tbe five mem-
hers of the Rouse of Representatives, the
Governor of the State will issue writs for
six senators. But it can scarcely happen
that the two days of election will be the
same, and that both parties will hit upon
the same day. I do -not see much in the
idea of confusion; because in our local
city elections we very often vote for one,
two, or three wards, and we also vote for
the mayor and the auditors all at the same
time. I do not think there is any particu-
lar difficulty in that respect. Buti think
it isworthbyof consideration whether it
would not be desirable, at the first election,
to secure the five best men we can
for the House of Representatives; and
then, amongst those who were nominated
and perhaps rejected for the House of
Represenitatives, Lhere might he men

we should desire to send in as senators;
and in that case, if sufficient time elapse
between the election for the House of
Representatives and the nominations of
candidates for the Senate, we may perhaps
have a better choice than we could pos-
sibly get by having both elections on the
one day. To me, the only practicable
issue seems to be the desirableness or
otherwise of having a. sufficient length of
time between the elections for the House
of Representatives and for the Senate, or
the holding of the two elections at the same
time. That is entirely in our own hands.
The Governor of the State will fix a date
for the election of senators; and if the
Government or this House will make
a suggestion to the Governor that there
shall be an interval of, say, 14 or
21 days between the dates of the
elections of members of the House of
Representatives and senators, I think
some good may be achieved; because I
quite agree with the mover of the motion
that it is of the very first importance that
the eleven men we send from this colony
shall be the best eleven men we can find,
without question of party; in fact, in this
question there ought to be no party.
Every federal representative should be for
the State of Western Australia. And 1
hope the result of the election will be that
the eleven best men we can find will be
selected. It is quite possble we cannot
get the best eleven if we have all the
elections on the one day. But unless the
interval be sufficiently long, between the
election for the House of Representatives
and that for Senate to allow those who
were rejected. in the first election to be
nominated for the second, I do not see
any use for the motion at all. If that is
to be the view, I am disposed to support
the hon. member thus far.

Ma. WILSON (Canning): I am cer-
tanly opposed to the motion, because IF
do not believe in having elections on sepa-
rate days. We are not warranted in
expecting the people in the country dis-
tricts to travel 20 miles twice in order to
exercise the franchise, and the elections
could be carried out on one dlay easily, it
being only a question of having the
polling booths divided, as the Premier
has pointed out. I am also opposed to a
m an who has been defeated for the Senate
being nominated for the Lower House.

THE: Pasar-a: It upsets everything.

[ASSEMBLY.] on separate Days.
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MR. WILSON: A man should take his
choice and decide for which House be is
going to stand, and abide by the decision
of the electors. It is not quite fair that
those who have been perhaps for a month
or two canvassing andaddressingmeetings
all over the country, should have to face
the opposition of one who has been re-
jected for the other House. I move:

That all the words between 'Irepresenta-
dyves" and the second word "be" be struck
out, and that the words "but that separate
polling booths be provided" be added.

THE PREMIER: You would not have
them in the same room.

MR. WILSON: You can have the
same room, but it can be divided, with
separate entrances. I agree with the
Premier that it is without the province
of this House to interfere with the
elections for the Lower House of the
Federal Parliament; but I do not think
the fact of our passing this motion and
expressing our opinion is an interference,
because the motion need not be acted
upon. At any rate, it will bind the action
of the State Government in the elections
for the Senate, which they control.

MR. GREGORY (North Coolgardie):
I urge that both motion and amendment
be withdrawn, because we may trust the
Government wholly in this matter, they
now having an idea of what the wish of
the House is. If we insist on having
this amendment carried, it will necessitate,
in every small country place where there
is a polling booth, the appointment
of two distinct returning officers; and
even if the expense is to be borne by the
Commonwealth Government, I regard it
as unnecessary. In a municipal election,
where there may be two ballot papers for
mayor, and two or three for councillors,
the whole business is managed without

any gra bother, people seeming to
undertn all right.

ME. VOSPER (in reply): I was
Careful to say, in submitting this motion,
that I did so for the purpose of ascer-
taining the best mode of carrying out
the elections, and I have no desire to
see either the motion or the amendment
carried. I am willing to accept the
amendment or leave it alone, or see both
withdrawn: it makes no difference. All
I desire is that we shall fully understand
the mode of election, and endeavour to
make the election as simple and easy as

possible, so that no confusion can possibly
arise, and that the most ignorant elector
may not be capable of making a mistake.
I cannot help but notice the fact that the
Premier is always anxious to make political
capital out of anything said by Opposition
members. He goes out of his way to assert
to-night that I have implied the electors
are so ignorant that they could not dis-
tinguish between the man they wanted
and the man they did not want. I had
no wish to imply anything of the kind,
although I may say that if proof were
needed of the ignorance and gullibility of
the electors of this colony, the mere fact
that the Forrest Ministry have been in
office ten years affords that proof. I beg
leave to withdraw the motion.

THE PRnnmut: You always say those
things, but you do not like to hear them
back.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION-COLLIE COAL, ANfl SPARKS
FROM1 RAILWAY ENGINES.

Mn. HARPER (Beverley) moved:
That in consequence of the prolific distribu-

tion of sparks from engines consuming Collie
coal, it is undesirable that that coal should be
nsed on engines running through agricultural
districts during the period when the firing of
the bush is prohibited.

He said: This is a matter which has been
brought under my notice, and is one of
considerable importance. to the farming
community in the Eastern districts.
Farmers have had experience in past
years of three classes of fuel for locomno-
tives, namely wood, Newcastle coal, and
Collie coal, and from information I have
received, the Collie coal is far and away
the most dangerous of all, so far as con-
cerns the igniting power of escaped
sparks from the engines. I understand
from what I have read of the law on this
matter-because it has even been brought
up in England and other places-that the
Government or railway company running
trains, are only liable if they do not use the
best precautions obtainable for prevent-
ing fire. They are not held liable if they
use the best methods of prevention,
though these methods may be ineffectual.
This motion, whether it be carried or not,
is intended as a warning to the Govern-
maent that if they continue to burn this
coal, and it can be proved that by
burning another coal there would be less
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liability to danger and loss, they must
take the consequences; because I am
confident that if the Cofle coal be
continued to be burnt in the summer
months, and the escape of fire is proved,
as it has been in the past, to have anisen
from these engines, there is no doubt
there will be a combination and a test
case brought to prove whether the Gov-
ernment are justified in using fuel which
is known to be dangerous, when they can
procure other fuel which is less dangerous.
I understand that last year the Govern-
mnent realised to a considerable extent
their culpability in using this fuel, by
paying in several instances, compensation
for toss caused through fires arising from
these engines. It only needs one of those
fierce hot days which occur occasionally

inour summners, with a strong north
wind, for fire to escape anad sweep the
whole country side. The Government
will then be faced with claims probably
for £50,000 or £100,000, and it is most
important that the Government should
protect the country from this possible
loss.

Ma. WILSON: What fuel do you
suggest?

MR. HARPER: It is not for me to
suggest any fuel, but this Collie coal is
the most dangerous that can be procured.
That is the experience in the past, I am
informed; and it is for the Government
to say whether they are prepared to run
the risk, for the sake of local coal, of this
heavy liability to loss. It is important,
the Government should look carefully
into the question, and see whether they
cannot do something, either by accepting
the terms of the motion or adopting
some other means, for preventing what is
a real and imminent danger to the
farming interests. of the country in these
localities.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G-. Throssell):- Without
being able to trace whether the danger
referred to is due to the use of Collie coal,
I feel it may duty to say I can bear testi-
mony to the great danger that exists
throughout the country in the summer
season by the running of railways in
agricultural centres. I have received at
different times many representations as
to this great danger, and I believe I am
right in saying the Railway Department
-the Commissioner will tell me whether

I am right or wrong-have acknow-
ledged their liability. This year the
country is richly grassed along the rail-
way linies and throughout the paddocks,
and. in a few weeks from now the country
will be like a, powder magazine; so what-
ever action is to be taken should be taken
without delay. Farmers are in a position
to insure their standing crops, but I am
not sure they can take any steps to insure
their paddocks ; and seeing the grass pad-
docks at the present time are almost as
valuable as a standing crop of wheat,
owing to the great demand there is for
fat sheep and for facilities of fa'ttening
them, it becomes the duty of the depart-
meat to take active measures. It occurs
to me amongst other things, that if in-
structions were given to the drivers to
exercise very great care in stoking-up
when passing through these agricultural
centres, the danger might be minimised.
Owners of stock might be encouraged to
remove the grass along the railway lines,
even to the extent of ploughing in
dangerous places; because such a course
would be preferable to having to pay ex-
tensive sums for damage. I am not able
to speak with authority, but I am told.
that in one cae £e200 was paid to a man
for the burning of his grass paddocks,
and I k-now from bitter experience that
my son lost a crop of hay last year, for
the loss of which the railways were liable.
However, the danger is a very real one,
and I am sure the Railway Department
will. see their way to putting forth every
effort to avert toss. I would be -very
sorry to see this loss attributed to the
Collie coal; because, roughly speaking,
Comle coal would be tabooed for three
months in the year. AS one who takes a
deep interest in the development of the
local coal industry, I would say it would
mean that 25,000 tons of coal would
have to be imported from Newcastle; and
I have very strong objections to going
abroad for coal when we have it at home.
If a spark catcher can be adopted, and
I believe there are some patents in the
market, I feel sure the Commissioner will
take every necessary step. However, the
mnotion cannot be advocated too strongly,
if the best interests of the country are to
be served in this direction.

Mn. MORGA-9S (Coolgardie) : It is
unfortunate for the Collie coal industry
that this motion is brought before the

and Collie Coal.
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House. Although I feel in sympathy
with the mover, because a considerable
amount of damage has been done through
sparks from locomotive engines flying off
when a, train is passing through ani
agricultural district, I can assure the
House that the difficulty can be avoided
by the use of mechanical contrivances for
arresting sparks. In the United States
of America, contrivances of this sort have
had to be adopted, and it is well known
that every locomotive engine travelling
through a wheat district in the Western
States of America has to be provided
with a special spark arrester toT avoiding
this difficulty. Although it has been
said by some locomotive engineers that a
perfect spark arrester has not yet been
invented, yet I can speak from my own
knowledge that a very good one has been
invented, and that by a certain mechanical
device it is possible to get over this diffi-
culty. It would certainly be a bad
advertisement for the Comle coal if this
House should pass a resolution condemn-
ing the use of this coal on the Govern-
ment railways in agricultural districts
during a portion of the year; and if this
can be avoided by the application of a
mechiaical contrivance such as I have
suggested, and as had been suggested by
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, it is
desirable the motion should not be passed
in its present form. Collie coal is a
valuable asset in this country, and
one that will be largely used on
the goldfields; and we know from
past experience it is a valuable fuel
for the railways; therefore every effort
should be made to do as much as possible
to augment the use of the coal, rather than
retard it. If the mover can alter the
motion in such a way as will not condemn
the use of Collie coal, but rather suggest
the adoption of some mechanical appliance
to prevent sparks from doing injury in
agricultural districts, I think this will
meet the object the mover has in niew.

MR. PIESSE (Williams): The object
of the mover appears to be to bring
this matter under the attention of the
Government, for the reason that last year
a great number of fires originated along-
side the railway; and no doubt these
could be traced in some instances to the
use of Collie coal. It is unfortunate that
the coal, which is of light character, is
apt to throw off light sparks from the

locomotive engines, owing to the force of
the draught that is necessary, and especi-
ally is this so when an engine is mounting
steep grades, the sparks flying over the
adjoining fields. The ordinary precaution
taken by clearing the railway line in
agricultural districts, which has been
somewhat effective during the last few
years, has not been so effective as is
desirable; for when the wind is blowing
from the west, an engine passing up the
grades in the Avon district especially will
throw off a great number of sparks, which
fly over the fences into adjoining fields.
I have seen numbers of instanices where
fires have occurred from this cause, sand
unfortunately nothing effectual has yet
been done to prevent them, although an
effort has been made. I understand that
the Locomotive Engineer, who has had
experience in New Zealand in the use of
anthracite coal similar to the Collie coal,
is prepared to deal with this difficulty, and
that the engineer expects to be able to
deal with it effectively. The remarks of
the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans)
willcomnnend themselves to hon. members
in regard to the adoption of mechanical
means for preventing sparks from flying
over the fields adjoining railways. The
spark arrester described by the hon.
member is, I believe, at bell-shaped con-
trivance, which is unsightly in appear-
ance, and it has not yet been adopted in
Australia, apparently because of its un-

sightliness. Still, we shall have to adopt,
sooner or later, the means which have
been found effective in other countries
where light coal is used on railways pass-
ing through agricultural districts. Had
it not been for the care exercised last
year on the Government railways, there
would have been very serious results from
fires through the use of Collie coal. On
the Great Southern Railway, Newcastle
coal was used principally; and it was
noticed that when an engine started from
Beverley towards the coast, where Collie
coal came into use, fires were very fre-
quent. I noticed one morning that the
sparks set the fields alight in about fifty
places. Then instructions were given not
to use Collie coal on that section until
the country was free from danger. As
has been pointed out, it is undesirable to
increase the importation of other coal for
our railways when we have coal produced
in the country that is as useful and as
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economical. The mover having drawn
attention to the matter, no doubt some
steps will be taken for preventing fires
during the coming Bummer; and this
matter will doubtless receive attention
from the Commissioner of Railways
(Hon. B. C. Wood), who may be
expected to take such steps as will
protect farmers from the danger of
fire in their fields along the railway.
It not done, it will cause a cessation in
the use of Collie coal on our railways
during the summer months, because of
the danger and loss to settlers in agricul-
tural districts. The sparks being so light
are carried great distances over fences
into adjoining paddocks, and a good deal
of clearing on both sides of the railway
line will be necessary to make it free from
the danger now experienced. I feel sure
something can be done. In regard to the
ordinary spark arrester, there was a com-
mission appointed some years ago to
inquire and report, and it then appeared
that spark arresters could certainly be
made so efficient as to prevent sparks
from railway engines flying over the
adjacent country; but any device of this
kind hitherto tried has been found to
interfere so seriously with the draught
necessary for keeping up steam, on rising
grades especially, that the engine-drivers
will take the responsibility of removing
the spark arrester when it interferes too
much with the draught of the furnace.
The only course now is that which has
been. recommended by the Locomotive
Engineer, for the adoption of the mechani-
cal appliance now in use in New Zea-
land.

Tun COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. B. C. Wood): This discus-
sion will not do any harm as regards the
efficiency of the workdig of the railways;
but it does seem a great pity that we
should have to condemn such a valuable
asset as the Collie coal, for the purpose
of preventing fires along the railway line.
I do not think it desirable or possible to
close up the coal mines at the Collie and
throw a number of men out of employ-
ment for several mouths in the year; and
I can assure the House that whatever the
department can do for preventing or reduc-
ing this evil will be done. I am hopeful
that the claims in the coming year for
damage to crops along the railway line
will not be so numerous as they have

been in the past. The settlers themselves
might do something to assist the Railway
Department, and I do not think the whole
of the responsibility and expense involved
in trying to prevent these fires should be
cast on the department, but that settlers
along the railway, who are interested in
the preservation of their crops, should do
something on their own behalf.

Ma. HxnErx: It is no use clearing
inside the railway fences, because the
sparks fly right over into adjoining
paddocks.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The settlers should do some-
thing, at any rate. As far as the
Railway Department is concerned, I can
promise that whatever can be dlone by
way of prevention or remedy shall be
done. In regard to spark-arresters, those
members who were in the House some six
years ago will recollect how persistent the
then member for the Greenough (Mr.
Traylen) was in regard to the necessity
for using spark arresters on railway
engines passing through agricultural dis-
tricts. Hardly a session passed during
that period without the hon. member
bringing up the question of spark-
arresters and the prevention of fires in
agricultural districts. No practical result
was obtained by the efforts then made,
but we will see what can be done
nOW.

Mus. WILSON (Canning) : The motion
is imupracticable, because the effect of
carrying it would be that Collie coal
could not be used on our railways during
four or five months in the year.

Mu. HARPER: Only a portion of the
railway, through agricultural districts.

MR. WILSON: Yes; the portion
through agricultural districts. The
motion should rather aim at trying to
prevent damage being caused by the
flying sparks, than preventing the use of
Collie coal; because Collie is becoming
the centre of an important industry,
employing many hundreds of men, and
the population at Collie is now very
large. This is a great industry we have
been trying to assist, and I give to the
Premier the credit that if there is one
industry in the colony which the right
hon. gentleman has tried to assist, it is
the coal industry. Are we now to close
down that industry, because bush fires
occur in the summer months ? Bush fires
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always occur in the summer, in some
parts of the country, whatever fuel is
used on the railway, whether wood or
coal. Possibly a, greater number of fires
may have been caused by using Collie
coal than would have resulted from the
-use of imported coal, on account of the
difference in specific gravity between the
two fuels; but I fail to see where the
argument comes in, that because the
Government do not use on these railways
the coal that is proved to be the best for
preventing fires, therefore they should be
prevente4i from using coal that is raised
in the colony. There is better coal to be
obtained even than the Newcastle coal
for preventing fires of this character;
and I say that argumient will not hold
water, because we are supposed to use a
fuel that suiti our trade and which we
possess in our own territory. If we used
firewood, that would cause more fires than
coal.

.MR. HARPER:. Not more than Collie
coal

MR. WILSON: Therefore on those
grounds we should be told that we must
not use firewood. Of course I am in
entire sympathy with the hon. member.
I do think that every effort should be
made to protect the farmers from loss
through sparks; but I would point out
that I believe there is a regulation that
spark-arresters must be attached to every
locomotive. 'When I was manager of the
Darling Range Railway, inspectors were
sent up to see that we had spark-
arresters.

THE PREMIrER: But there are no
farmers there.

MR. WILSON: Oh, yes; there are.
At any rate, we had to affix spark-
arresters, as well as appliances under the
fire-box for catching the ashes before
they dropped on the permianenrt way. My
experience is that, just as you cannot get
a. perfect governor to govern a steam
engine, you cannot get a perfect spark-
arrester unless you arrest the engine
altogether. Of course we can close up
the funnel and stop the draught. At the
same time, if the Locomotive Engineer has
something special in his mind which has
been proved to be of use in New Zea-
land, tbe sooner the department adopt
'his plan the better; and that, I think,
is the direction this motion should take,
that the latest improvements should be

adopted on our locomotives to prevent
sparks as far as possible. And we
should also pay attention to the other
recommendation of the hon. member,
so that, if sparks do fly out of loco-
motives, they may fall where they can do
no damage. The coal industry is too
valuable to the colony for us to pass such
a mnotion as this, which would practically
shut it up. Once those coal mines are
closed down, or even half closed down, the
miners must seek employment elsewhere;
and when they are wanted again it will
be found impossible to get them back.

MR. DOHERTY (North Fremantle):
I must oppose this motion, practically on
the lines set forth by the last speaker. It
seems wrong that a large body of men
like those employed at the Collie should
be thrown out of work simply to oblige a
few farmers along the railway line. The
farmers, if injured, have their remedy. If
there be neglect, they can sue the depart-
ment. If they would take ordinary pre-
cautions, which most farmers do take
with land. which is close to the railway
line, the risk would be greatly minimised;
but these few farmers run their crops
right up to the railway fences and keep
them there longer than they should.

Ma. Prnsss: They have three chains.
MR. DOHERTY: They c= beep the

crops back within three chains. The
Collie coalffield employs a large number
of mnen, who are entitled to more con-
sideration than the farmers now in
question. Moreover, that field is at the
present time uinder the disability of not
receiving from the Railway Department
sufficient trucks. The mineowners, or
those developing the industry, are not
millionaires; they are doing their best
with very small capital, and the fact
that Comle coal is not found on the
goldfields is accounted for by the
shortage of railway trucks. There is
one speci ies of that coal which the gold-
fields would take, but the mines cannot
procure trucks to carry it there. If
this motion were carried and those
farmers got compensation, I do not see
why we pastoralists in 'Kimberley should
not receive compensation from the State
when a nigger comes into our paddock
and sets it on fire. The next time that
'happens, let us sue the Governmnent for
compensation for the injuries caused by
blacks who go abeut with firesticks.

Sparks from Railways [3 OCTOBER, 1900.]
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THE PREMIER: Why not sue the
pie

RDOHERTPY: We cannot pursue
him; that is the trouble.

THE PREmiER: Bring an acton against
him.

MR. DOHERTY: If we could locate
him. But we can locate the Government.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Is the Govern-
ment responsible for the nigger ?

MR. DOHERTY: I do not know who
is responsible for him. I am sure the
good judgment of this House would not
possibly try to put a stop to the develop-
ment of this coalfield simply to satisfy a
few cockatoo farmers on the Eastern
Railway.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I do not think
I can support the motion as it stands,
but I think the thanks of the country are
due to the mover for bringing the ques-
tion before the Government; because if
the Government choose, a great deal of
care can be taken and a great deal of
mischief arrested by taking that care, the
necessity for which will be impressed
upon them by this motion. I have heard
that an effective spark-arrester was iu-
vented some time ago in Melbourne. I
do not know whether it is yet on the
market, but I think it is quite possible to
get some effecient spark-arresters, with-
out arresting the engine, as my friend on
the left (Mr. Wilson) suggests. Some-
thing should be done, at all events, to
minimise this danger. I can hardly
think it necessary to stop the use of
Collie coal; but something should be done
to stop the sparks. I think that can be
done, and I hope it will be done, now that
the Government, and especially the Comn-
missioner of Railways, have bad their
attention called to the matter. I am
quite certain that amongst the great
minds the Commissioner directs be will
be able to find someone who can do some-
thing in this direction.

MR. DOHERTY: What do you sug-
gest?

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I have not
the direction of those great engineers,
railway managers, and the like. The
Minister has; and upon him rests the
responsibility of taking some steps to
carry out the suggestions of the House;
and 1 hope he will be able to do so
without so~pping the uise of Collie coal.

THE PREMTER (Right Hon. Sir
J. Forrest): I do not think anyone
should blame the Railway Department
too much for this matter, because, if
there has been a friend of the Collie
coalfields, it is the ex-Commissioner of
Railways (Mr. Piesse) and the Railway
Department.

MR. DoEERTY: Hear, hear. You also
have been a friend to that industry.

THE PREMIER: I have done nothing
in the matter compared with what has
been done by the Railway Department.
They have used this coal, and have really
dleveloped the coalfield. It would have
been an easy matter for the department
to say the Collie coal was not satis-
factory; but they have done all they
could to utilise it; and I think the fact
that the Railway Department have to a
large extent used this coal shows hot
only that they were very anxious to do
their very best for the colony, but also
that the coal is a really good fuel. I
look forward to a very great development
of this coalfield. Of course, the coal at
present is not suitable for as mauy pur-
poses as the imported coal: owing to
its friability, it does not stand hand-
ling or stacking; but I hope that
will be got over by firmer and harder
coal being found as we go deeper; and
I1 am also in great hope that another
industry which has been commenced will
be continued and found payable. I refer
to the making of briquettes. If the
briquette industry could be established
at CJolle, it would be difficult for anyone
to prophesy what the future of this coal-
field would be, because even if the coal
be no firmer and harder than it is at pre-
sent, we should be able to use these
briquettes for all domestic purposes as
well as for export. I have now in my
office one of these briquettes. It is quite
bard, firm, and strong. I have not tried
its burning qualities, but I hope to get a
quantity with which to experiment. If
the experiment be successful, and bri-
quette coal can be sold at a fairly reason-
able price, I think we have one of the
biggest industries that the colony pos-
sesses down at the Collie. The hon.
member (Mr. Harper) can hardly expect
the House to carry his motion. We want
to do all we can to stimulate and en-
courage the use of this coal. But the
effect of the motion will be to bring more
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prominently before the members of this
House a fact which has been very prom-
inently before the Government for a
long time. I notice that the member for
the Williams (Mr. Piesse) made some
admissions to-day which he was not so
ready to make when he was Minister of
Railways. I have no doubt what he says
is perfectly right; but the hon. member
was not very anxious when in office to
make admissions which would lead him
into trouble.

MR. PIEasE: I do not think T made
any more than r have made before.

THE PREMIER: Well, he has
perhaps made them in private previously;
but I do not think he has done so
publicly. The chief defect of the Collie
coal is that the smallest particle will
remain alight until it is altogether
exhausted. That is very dangerous; for a
very small piece coming out of the
funnel will remain alight until it burns
away, and may set the whole coun-
try on fire. What we must do is
to clear the space between th railway
fences; and the settlers must do what
has been done in other countries, namely
clear a spae inside their fences. I am
afraid our farmers do not attend to that
as they should, but they will have to do
it in order to avoid being burnt out.
The railways are the benefactors of the
people. They are a great advantage to
the producers wherever they go, and of
course they bring with them some disad-
vantages, one of the worst being the
liability to fire from sparks. I think if
the settlers and the Government pull
together, and we get better spark-arresters
than we have, there will be a great
improvement. I believe there is room for
improvement in the spark-arresters, but
the difficulty is, the better the spark-
arrester, the harder it is to keep up steam.
So there is a difficulty, because if the
spark-arrester is excellent, the steam
cannot be kept up. I hope the hon.
member, having heard this expression of

opnowill not press the motion to a,
dvsobecause it would be undesirable

not to use Collie coal on engines running
through agricultural districts.

MR. HARPER (in reply) : There has
been a desire on the part of several hon.
members to pit the coal mining interest
against the farming interest; but the
farmers have been in possession for a

long time, and their products have
returned profit to the railways, whereas
coal millers' product does not, because it
is admitted that coal is carried at a loss,
with the object of developing the mines.
Surely the farmer has first consideration
in this question, seeing be is established,
sand, so far, the Government have not
been able to prove they can prevent
these fires by means of spark arresters.
We must, of course, give the Commis-
sioner of Railways a little latitude, he
being new to the business; but he stated
that the farmers should take the liability
of clearing their lands from fire. The
late Commissioner tells us it is not safe
for several chains on each side of the
railway, so that the landowners would
have to scrape the grass for two or three
chains on each side of the fence; but
that would be nearly as expensive as
shutting down the coal mines for a
month or two. To remove the grass is
utterly impracticable; and if some other
spark arrester cannot be invented which
will remove the danger, it is not likely
the country will allow the farming
districts to be destroyed by fii-e every
year. No doubt that will be the case
unless we can avert the pressing danger
by spark arresters, which must come
sooner or later. It is obvious, accord-
ing to the late Commissioner, tbat
Collie coal cannot be burned, because
its specific gravity is so light that a
fierce draught not only drives sparks but
flakes some distance in the air, and these
are carried several chains on each side of
the line, with conflagration as the result.
The country cannot stand that, and it has
been said we must look for some spark
arrester which will meet requirements.
The farming community have been pro-
mised a spark arrester for five or six
years, and have not got- it yet; there-
fore, I am justified in putting this motion
so strongly as to bring the matter to a
head. I trust the Government will lose
no time in providing the spark arrester
which wvas promised, and not wait till the
danger arises. They should be prepared
to meet the contingency during the
dangerous months, and not allow it to
come suddenly when they are not supplied
with other fuel, and when the consequence
will be an immense loss.

Question put, and negatived on the
voices.
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MOTIONI-HORSES FOR IMPERIAL
CAVALRY, LOCAL ]BREEDING.

Mnf. HARPER (Beverley) moved:
'That the South African war having proved

the urgent importance to the Empire of
providing a ready supply of hardy enduring
horses, this House is of opinion thart it is
desirable that steps should be taken to bring
under the consideration of the Im-perial
authorities the unsurpassed character of a
large portion of this colony for the breeding
of a type of horses capable of a miaxinmum of
privation and endurance, with the view of
establishing some system by which the large
unoccupied areas of Crown lands suitable for
horse-breeding might be utilised for this pur-
pose to the mutual advantage of the Empire
and the cooy and, with tbe view of further-
ing this object, that information be sought
from Lord Roberts and general officers who
have served in the South 'African campaign, as
to the capabilities of West Australian horses
to endure extreme exertion and privation.
He said: There has been considerable
discussion since the South African war,
with regard to the mounting of troops.
Sir Walter Gilbey, one of the greatest
authorities on horses in England, has
written a pamphlet pointing out the
utter failure of the cavalry horse as
supplied there, and urging on the War
Department the desirability of the sys-
tematic raising of a more suitable animal.
The horse which is used in the British
cavalry isabout 16 hands bigh, and most
of us Who have been accustomed in our
youth to horses, know that if we get an
overgrown horse, we do not get a horse
that can stand hardship. Several gentle-
men have been writing on the subject in
the English Press, urging the importane
of providing in some outlying portion of
the empire a nucleus from which hardy
horses can be procured when required.
It is evident from the experience of the
late war, that instead, as was supposed

1or 20 years ago, of the horse being a
creature that would fail out of use in
warfare, it is found more necessary than
ever. Those of us who are aecustomed
to horses know that this colony is capable
of producing some of the hardiest horses,
with endurance and capacity for travelling
long distances. Every one of us con-
versant wilth homses 'knows that a hardy
horse must be reared on hard food and
trained to live on it; and in this colony
we have, fortunately, an immense area
of forest country, of the best and most
suitable character for raising horses hardy
in constitution, firm on their legs, and

capable of great endurance. As this
country has agricultural lands inter-
spersed throughout, it would be, so far as
I am able to judge, one of the best places
the British dominions could have for
raising that class of horse. Those lands
are not available for agricultural pu r-
poses, other than the breeding of horses;
and if we could establish some means by
which the Imperial Government would
form stations, I am quite confident that
by the expenditure of perhaps a lesser
awount of capital than would be necessary
in any other part of the dominions, it
would be possible to produce an immense
number of serviceable horses. The Im.-
perial Government could call in the
aid of the farmer, when feed was
scarce, and the rest of the year the
honses could gain a livelihood in the
forests. I feel confident that if such
a system be adopted by tbe Im-
perial Government, there is no better
country than this for the purpose. I
hope the motion will be carried, and that
it will be the beginning of an Imperial
station here for' the raising of horses,
There are two classes of horses required
in the army, one for transport, and the
other for cavalry and mounted infantry,
and both classes can be raised with equal
facility and equally moderate cost in this
colony,

THE PREMIER; Did the hon. member
indicate the position he would suggest for
this station ?

Mu. HARPER: The whole of our
forest lands are suitable.

THE Pnsurun: ; Unoccupied forest
landsP

MR. HARPER: Yes; and. the poison
lands of the country are admirably situ-
ated for the purpose.

Ma, WALLACE (Yalgoo): It would
be safe to adopt this motion, because if
it does not bring about what the mover
desires, it will at least awaken the people
of the country to a very valuable asset in
the form of the production of homses for
the market; and in this connection I
would like to refer to the slothfulness of
stock-raisers in this colony. For a
number of years we have had on the
goldfields a most excellent market for all
classes of horses, but we have seen no
attempt made to introduce the class of
horses which would command a reason-
able price for the purpose required. If

Local Breeding.
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the Western Australian horse is found
suitable for the purposes of warfare in
such countries as Africa and China,
where we are fighting now, the Imperial
Government should not be asked to
establish stations here, but the people
who are already established in squatting
pursuits should take the matter up
at once and breed the class of horses
which the hon. member has in his mind.
There is no greater necessity in any
part of Australia for some improve-
ment in the breed of stock, than in
Western Australia. For the last two
sessions I have had an intention of
moving that something in the form of
a. tax upon stallions should be introduced
in the Legislature, because, viewing the
horses that are driven or ridden about
the city of Perth, any man who has any
taste in horseflesh whatever is ashamed
to think such animals are allowed to go
about in their natural state. I have
spoken to many horse-breeders and others
interested in the breeding of horses, and
they say they cannot find a local mare
for good-quality horses. Even in the
police force, where a good horse is neces-
sary, it has been advocated there should
be established a stud station. If, how-
ever, the Government would pay the price
in accordance with the class of horses
they want, they could get them, sufficient
in number; but to supply a market such
as the member for Beverley has in his
mind, we have the nucleus but not the
class of people to go in for this industry.
As for the territory in which to run these
horses, I urge, along with the member for
Beverley, that the poison lands of the
country are capable of producing the
class of horses which would have suffi-
cient endurance to place them on the
market for the purposes of warfare; and
if some such suggestion could be brought
under the notice of the Imperial Govern-
ment, the present stock-raisers of the
colony would find a market for a good
class of horse, it is the desire of the
Government and those interested in the
welfare of the country, not to interfere
with private enterprise, but to give every
encouragement to those people who have
established themselves here, and this is
one industry for which there is afforded a
good opportunity. I would like to see
this matter thoroughly discussed, and
not rushed through the House, as it may

be, seeing it does not interest many
members. I would like to hear the
matter discussed by those who know
something of it, and if the motion be not
carried, at least some steps should be
taken to improve horse flesh in the colony.
As to cavalry horses, we have a class of
animal here suitable, and there is
every probability of a big market for

man yers o come, although the horses
willrequiret to he smaller. I hope
the member for Beverley has not in
his mind the class of horses that run
round Victoria Plains in a wild state,
though these are pointed out as being
very hardy. I hope those interested in
the industry will take the matter seriously
into consideration, and assist in the
improvement of the breed of horses,
whether or not they support in its
entirety the motion of the member for
Beverley. I support the motion.

On motion by Mr. RINGSMILL, debate
adjourned.

At 6-30, the SFEAKRR left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumned.

MOTION-WILD DOGS, REWARD FOR
DESTROYING.

MR. MITCHELL (Murchison) moved:
That. in the opinion of this Rome, it

would be in the interest of the colony if the
Government would favourably consider the
advisability of increasing the reward for the
destruction of wild dogs.
This motion was brought before the
House because of the great destruction
caused by those wolf-like animals, the
wild dogs, in the Northampton district.
The alteration lately made in the regula-
tions concerning the reward to be paid
had caused a, decrease in the destruction
of wild dogs. Formerly the regulation
required that the tail of a wild dog should
be produced to obtain the reward, and
the production of the tail was accepted as
sufficient proof that the dog had been
killed; but under the new regulation it
was necessary to produce the scalp and
ears of the wild dog, in order to entitle
any person to the reward. He agreed
that this was a necessary precaution
to prevent fraud, because tails might
be produced that were not from wild dogs.
If the Government would now offer an
increased reward, the effect would be to
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increase the inducement for destroying
wild dogs. It might be asked why the
squatters did not kill the wild dogs on
their ruus. His reply was that they did
kill them or paid for them being killed in
many instances, and he knew several
squatters who had offered a considerable
reward for destroying wild dogs in
the neighbourhood of their run. The
present inducements, however, had not
a great effect in keeping dlown the
number of wild dogs. These dogs did
not liye within the paddocks, but in
the ranges; and the dogs crept into the
paddocks at night and worried scores of
sheep. He was told of an instance the
other day in which wild dogs killed
hundreds in a paddock, especially lambs.
If the Government would increase the
reward to X1 per head in the settled
districts, and ten shillings per head in the
North, he believed this would induce
greater efforts to destroy wild dogs; and,
with these suggestions, he commended
the motion to the favourable consideration
of the House.

TUE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell): Although
not himself administering the Dog Act,
many representations had been made to
him by settlers as to the necessity for
increasing the amount of reward to be
paid for scalps. Some reform appeared
to be necessary in this direction. Settlers
properly asked for an increased reward.
He had come to the conclusion that
such statutes as the Dog Act would
be better administered by local bodies
elected in the several districts, or by a
board to be specially appointed. In the
old days, when great efforts had to be
made to stamp out the scab in sheep,
settlers contributed to a local fund at the
rate of thirty shillings per thousand sheep,
thereby waking a revenue available for
the payment of officers and the eradication
of scab. That system might be renewed
and applied to the destruction of wild
dogs, and the fund might be administered
by a board. Any organised action of
this kind should be made self-supporting
as far as possible, and in this way we
should carry out the principle of decen-
tralisation. In some districts there were
a large number of sheep, and a contri-
bution at the rate of thirty shillings per
thousand, placed in the hands of a special
board for this purpose, would enable

some more effective action to be taken
for the destruction of wild dogs. At
present the reward was five shillings and
ten shillings, according to the district.
If country members in this House would
approach the Government, and make a
proposal for the districts to tax them-
selves on the basis of the number of
sheep, representations might then be
made from those districts to the Govern-
ment, asking for an additional amount.
The Conference of Producers had recom-
mended that the Government should
increase the reward in some districts to
X1 per head for the destruction of wild
dogs. If the districts would tax them-
selves, the tax to be wiped out when the
pest was cleared from the particular
district, the result would be beneficial.
The best results would be obtained by
encouraging local effort. Let the country
districts help themselves in this direction,
and then the Government would be
willing to assist.

MR. DARLOT (DeGrey): The fal-
lacy of the statement, that this difficulty
could be dealt with by the roads
boards, was proved by the experience of
Victoria, where different districts offered
rewards for the destruction of foxes,
varying from 5s. to X3 per head, with
the result that there was a large and
growing trade in fox scalps. The same
results would follow here.

MR. Vospnn People would breed the
vernm.

MR. DA ELOT: The most troublesome
wild dog was the mongrel who had been
allowed to grow wild from neglect; for
he was too shy to take poisoned bait,
and owing to his greater size he did more
havoc than the true native dog. Seeing
that a bottle of strychnine cost from 5s. to
7s. 6d., and must be used with not less
than one hundredweight of meat, the
settler had to pay very dearly for attempt-
ing dog poisoning. As the roads boards,
however, received dlog registration fees,
they were much to blame for not
enforcing registration and limiting the
number of useless mongrels; but the
destruction of wild dogs should be taken
in hand by the Government. For indi-
vidual districts to do so would lead to
complications.

MR. FIESSE (Williams) supported
the motion. In the Southern district the
dog pest was a greater scourge than in
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the early days; for as the dog- now was
a mongrel, and not the wild dog of the
past, the difficulty of catching the animals
was increased by its superior cunning,
and the methods adopted in some cases
defeated the object sought. The reward,
which was at one time sufficient, would
not at present induce people to makesa
business of dog poisoning. The settlers
should contribute something towards the
reward, and if they gave 20s. or 30s. per
thousand sheep, the Government should
increase the reward to £1 per dog. Losses
sustained in the Southern districts
recently had been enormous, and could
not be minimised unless more expensive
methods of fencing were adopted than
could be used by small settlers engaged
in mixed farming. If this were brought
under the notice of small farmers they
would probably contribute towards the
extinction of the dog pest, provided a
substantial increase in the reward were
given by the Government. This, how-
ever, would necessitate an amendment of
the existing Dog Act.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): Undoubtedly it was necessary
to exterminate the wild dog; but the
matter was now altogether in the bands
of the local authorities, who should pro-
ceed to deal with the pest. By the Act
of last year, the roads boards now
received all dog registration fees, and
were empowered to use -all or any of this
revenue for the destruction of dlogs. It
did not appear whether that provision had
been useful; but if the boards collected
the dog- fees and used the money to sup-.
plement the Government reward of 5s.
per head for wild dogs, more would be
done towards removing the evil than had
been possible in the past. Until last
year, all dog registration fees had gone
to the consolidated revenue; but the
roads boards were now in a good position
to. cope with the evil. In the Northern
districts dogs, he believed, had been
nearly exterminated; but in the more
thickly wooded parts of the colony,
especially in the South, the matter was not
so easy. The loss of stock from the ravages
of the native dog being serious, it was
the duty of the roads boards to spend.
the registration fees in wild dog destruc-
tion. They had no right to spend the
money on roads until the dogs were
exterminated. Had the dog license fees

been so used e If not, until the funds
thus raised had been used for such
purpose, the boards had no right to ask
the Government for a further subsidy.

MR. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie): Though not a country mem-

THE PREMIER: The hon. member was
country enough.

MR. VOSPER: But not from a. country
inhabited. by wild dogs. His trouble was
"wild cats," which no amounat of strych-
nine would poison. If the reward were
unduly increased, the breeding of mon-
grels would become an industry. In
India rewards were granted for the exter-
mination of almost every kind of noxious
beast, and the Government had been
obliged to repeal the law because the
natives bred such pests as snakes for the
sake of the reward, and some Singapore
merchants actually exported jackals' tails
to India for the same purpose.

THE PREMIER: The same things were
manufactured here.

MRt. VOSPER: Unless the Govern-
ment desired to establish an import trade
in jackals' tails, they should treat this
motion very carefully.

MR. A. Y. HASSELL (Plantagenet):
In many districts such as his own, there
was much Government land which was a
breeding place for wild dogs. As chair-
man of a roads board, he must plead
ignorance of the clause in the Dog Act
specifying that the boards might use dog
license fees for destroying wild dogs. His
board understood that the fees were to be
used for road-making.

TnrE PREMiER: The power was dis-
cretionary in the board.

MR. A. Y. HASSELL: That money, he
understood, was used for the maintenance
of roads; and the Government might do
a little for some of the districts, especially
the one he represented, because there the
wild dogs had taken possession of some
parts. One large family in the district
bad all, with the exception of one, to give
up raising sheep, on account of the
ravages of wild dogs, and the reward of
10s. was not sufficient.

THE. X1INISTER OF MINES (Hon
H. B. Lefroy) :The offering of a reward
for the destruction of wild dogs bad had
the very beneficial effect of eradicating,
or nearly eradicating, those animals in
the part of the country where be lived.
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The rule in the other colonies had been
to increase the reward as the dogs
decreased, and it was surprising to him
that the reward in this colony had not
had the effect of destroying a larger
number. He did not think the time had
arrived for increasing the reward, seeing
that last year the roads boards were given
the power of collecting the dog licenses,
and applying the money to the destroying
of wild dogs. If the boards were not
seeing that the money was used for the
purpose, they ought to do so, and if he
had the same interest as he had years
ago in roads boards, he would take
advantage of the Act very readily. The
Commissioner of Crown Lands might with
great advantage get one of his inspectors
to inquire into the question and see what
was being done by the roads boards for
the destruction of wild dogs, and as to
whether the dogs were decrea sing. If
dogs were on the decrease, and those left
were very wild, it would be wise for the
Government to consider the advisableness
of increasing the reward; but if the
number were as great as it had ever
been, it seemed very strange, because one
would think it would pay a man just as
well to destroy a dog for 10s. now, as
it did years ago. Individual settlers
ought to do something in this direction,
and he had always supplemented the
Government reward by another 109. for
every tail brought to him, and this with
such good effect that the dogs were very
nearly non-existent in his district. There
was a great deal of waste land in the
country, and it was difficult to cope with
the wild dogs, because they had plenty of
food on that land and easily got on to
the sheep runs. He hoped the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands would direct his
attention to the matter, and as one
interested in the administration of the
Roads Board Act, and in pastoral and
agricultural pursuits, would endeavour to
find out some special means of destroying
wild dogs. He did not think that increas-
ing the reward would induce people
to set up dog-breeding establishments,
because any enterprising gentleman of
that description would soon find his enter-
prise put an end to by the pastoralists
and farmers. The roads boards having
had these additional funds placed in their
hands, ought to assist very materially in
the destruction of dogs, because the

revenue derived from dog licenses was
considerable. In his district that revenue
amounted to something like £60 ayear,
and if that money were directed to the
destruction of wild dogs, that was all the
Government could be asked to do at the
present time.

Ms. A. Y. H&ssnr: The amount col-
lected by the roads board in his district
was only about £65 a year.

MR. MITCHELL (in reply) said he
did not think the roads boards through-
out the colony knew that the dog license
funds ought to be spent in the destruc-
tion of wild dogs, and in his district that
money was used in the maintenance of
roads, for which the Government only
granted 4s. per mile. Apart from that.
the Government might well grant the
moderate request contained in the motion,
and the present plan of paying the reward
was the better, seeing that if any more
channels were created, the inducement for
the destruction of wild dogs might be
decreased.

MR. D. FORREST (West Kimberley)
said he could not support the motion.
The district referred to by the member for
the Murchison (Mr. Mitchell) had always
been in trouble. Years ago it was the
sheep scab, which was got rid of after
some years, owing to the exertions of the
Chief Inspector of Stock; and now the
people were asking the Government to
help them to get rid of wild dogs. The
Government would be making a great
mistake if they granted the request,
because he did not see why people should
be always coming to the Government,
when they ought to be helping them-
selves. When he went to the district in
which he now resided, the country was
nothing hut one mass of dogs, but his
neighbours and himself destroyed every
dog within 200 or 300 miles. If the
member for the Murchison had moved
that the dog licenses should be increased,
on sheep dogs from 5s. to 10s. and on
town dogs from 10B. to £2 or £3, he
would have been doing some good; and
the people of the Murchison district were
more to blame than anybody else, because
when he travelled there years ago, every
native had 20 dogs around the sheep
camp, and that being allowed by the
settlers, there were now wild dogs all
over the place, A justice of the peace
bad power to sign for the dogs destroyed.
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mnd he remembered Dot many years ago
finding a young justice of the peace,
just out from England, and who knew no
more about dogs' tails than he did about
cats' tails, signing two documents for the
same amount, On this being pointed
out, the young man explained that he
was signing them in duplicate, but it was
shown to him that double money would
be paid on the two papers; and that was
the sort of man the Government sent up
to do the work!

Question put and passed.

MOTION FOR PAPERS--LIBEL PROSE-CUTIONS AT KALGOORLIE. FIATS
AND ALLEGED IRREGULARITY

MR. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) moved:

That in view of the fact that four proseen-
dions for criminal libel have recently failed by
reason of irregularities in the issue of fiats by
the Attorney General, this Rouse is of opinion
that there should be laid on the Table the
following papers :-z, All papers, affidavits,
and documents filed and correspondencei ex-
changed in connection with the issue of fiats
for criminal libel against Arthur Reid and
Hugh Mahon. 2, All communications between
Mr. Finnerty, K.M., ad the Crown Law De-
partment, and Mr. Dowley. R.M, and the
Crown Law ))epartment, in connection with
these prosecutions. 3, All correspondence be-
tween Mr. Villenenve Smith and the Crown
Law Department relative to the same eases,
together with the departmental notes, if any,
and all interviews with Mr. Villeneuve Smith
in reference to the same matters; or if no such
notes exist, a statement setting forth the
particulars; of such interviews.
He wanted it to be clearly understood at
the outset, that he was not here for the
purpose of advocating the cause of any
particular newspaper or any particular
defendants against whom these- fiats had
been issued; but no fewer than four pro-
secutions had been commenced for crism-
Dsal libel at Kalgoorlie, and all had failed
by reason of irregularities in the issue of
the Attorney General's fiats. It would
be well that the attention of the House
should be directed to the difference be-
tween the practice prevailing here, and
that in the mother country. In England
it was the custom when a fiat was
rquied ina cas of cinalibel, for

the ersns skig fr i to go bfre a
judge inc ambr, and suppr the

application bymenofaidvt.Othat beig done ntce wa sent toth

defendants, who were allowed to file

affidavits showing cause why the fiats
should not be granted. The advantage of
that course was that it might save a
person from being prosecuted criminally,
who, perhaps, might not be in any way
responsible for the publication of the
libel. That was valuable and important,
because, when a flat could be obtained on a
mere ex parte application, a person might
be prosecuted, who was in no sense of the
word responsible for the publication.
and the country was thereby put to a
good deal of expense and the person
attacked to a good deal of ignominy and
expense also. He hoped to introduce a
Bill this session with the object of adopt-
ing the English practice, so as to prevent
the possibility of failures of this descrip-
tion occurring again. But at present
the important point was the fact that
these prosecutions had failed, and mainly
by reason of errors of some kind which
had occurred in the Crown Law Office.
When the Crown undertook the important
work of directing a prosecution or grant-
ing permission to other persons to do so,
the formal work at least should be of a
sound character, so as to bear investiga-
tion, and any test of a legal character.
Unfortunately, this did not seem to be
the case in this particular instance, and
the result had been that trials had not
taken place, or the Bench had been
obliged to direct the jury to acquit. The
result was that the defendants had been
uselessly put to a large expenditure and
trouble, whereas, on the other side, the
plaintiffs had not had their characters
cleared in the slightest by the proceed-
ings. The injury to the plaintiff was
unredressed, while an injury was done to
the defendants. He would not trouble
the House with any arguments of counsel,
but it was well hon. members should
know the nature of the judgment given
in this matter. He would omit al those
points which did not exactly bear on his
present argument. Mr. Finnerty, in
delivering the decision of the Benchi in
the case of Salinger v. Reid and Gage v.
Mahon, said:

The other points raised by the defendant
ares (1st) that the fiat of the Attorney General
to prosecute in this eaise, is irregular; (2nd)
that it authorises a prosecution in respect of
a certain article, haded "A Rake's Registered

Refug," andanot in regard to certain passages
ocrig in such article. To deal with this

latter point first. We do not hold that it can,
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be sustained unless it can be shown by the
defendant that the article as a whole varies
or qualfies the sense of the detached libel-
lus passages. As regards the first point,
however, namely, that the fiat is irregular.
as it does not set out the name of every person
against whom the prosecution was intended to
have been allowed, we have gone into the
matter very carefully: Firstly, As to whether
this is a point that should be decided by this
Court; or whether it should not be subse-
quently argued if a verdict be found against
the defendant, either on a motion for wrrest of
judgment, or, if judgment b3 pronounced, on a
writ of error. Secondly, as tobtann some
authority to guide uts in arriving at a decision
in the event of our holding that we should
entertain and determnine the point raised.-
Now it seems to us that this is a point which
is properly raised at this stage of the pro-
ceedings; that therefore the defendant is
entitled to the benefit of such point if it be in
his favour; and further, it seems to us advis-
able that neither the defendant nor the
prosecutor should be put to the cost of trial
where it appears clear to us that such trial
will be abortive.

That was the crux of the whole position.
MR. GRE GORY: Was the hon. member

reading an extract from the articles
"Joys of Journalism" ?

MR. VOSI>Ei: It was an extract from
Mr. Finnerty's judgment, and care was
being taken to bring nothing forward but
the magisterial decision.

MR. GREGORY: That was according to
the Sun report.

MR. VOSPER: It was a report of
what took place in Court.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That report
was not the same as one mn another news-
paper.

MR. VOS1'ER: This was a verbatim
copy of the decision read by Mr. Finnerty,
in Court, and it went on:

We have, therefore, decided to entertain and
decide the point raised, viz., that the flat of the
Attorney General does not set out the name of
every person against whom the prosecution
was intended to have been allowed. On this
point we have found a decided case bearing,
very closely on the point raised (Regina, V.
Allison, reported in 59 Law Tius, p. 93a). In
that case the fiat of the Public Prosecutor
authorised a prosecution for the publisher.
editor, or printer of a certain newspaper; and
certain persons were proseuted and convicted
thereunder. It was held, on review of such
conviction, that the fiat ought to have men-
tioned the name of every person against whom
the prosecution was intended to have been
allowed, and that it is the duty of the
Prosecutor to wecertain the persons whom it
is intended to prosecute before issuing or
granting his flat. In the Queen v. Judd (437

Weekly Reporter, p. 143), it was decided by a
majority of the Court that a fiat of the Public
Prosecutor was bad when it neglected to sot
out the nanme of any party against whom the
prosecution was intended to have been sllowed.
We must, therefore, uphold the point raised,
and hold that the fiat of the Attorney General
Dow produced is bad, and inasmuch, therefore,
as this prosecution is not properly authorised,
we must direct an acquittal.
What occurred in this case of Allison
was what had occurred also in the case of
Mahon. The prosecution did not know,
or the Attorney General did not know,
who was the person responsible for the
articles alleged to be libellous.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member's facts were wrong, he could
assure him.

MEt. VOSPEE: The facts be was
giving were those which were put before
the magistrates, and he was endeavouring
to show the rounds on which the Inagis.
trates based their decision. It appeared
that the names of the persons who were
to have been prosecuted under these flats
were not mentioned in the authorisation
to prosecute; and the magistrates in
their decision said:

We must therefore uphold the point raised,
and hold that the fiat of the Attorney General
now produced is bad; and inasmuch therefore
as this prosecution is not properly authorised,
we must direct an acquittal.
This was to his mind very clearly
expressed, and it appeared that this
prosecution failed, not on the merits of
the case, on which it ought to have been
decided; but simply owing to some
mistake or accident in the Attorney
General's office, the fiats did not comply
with the law. Now if we should expect
any law that was reliable, it ought to be
in the Crown Law office; yet four times
had the prosecution broken down, and
mostly on account of errors committed
by those directing the prosecution. In
this mootion he was asking that the papers
be laid on the table, so that hon. members
might see for themselves where the fault
lay. He was not representing his own
case, or the case of defendants; be was
representing the magisterial decision;
and he was satisfied that Mr. Finnerty,
careful magistrate as he was, and the
other magistntks also, must have had
excellent grounds before giving that de-
cision. Whether the defendants were
g~uilty was immaterial to the present
issue. He was desirous only of knowing
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why these prosecutions bad failed; why
the parties on both sides were put to the
expense and trouble of appearing in
court in regard to prosecutions which
were no6 conducted according to law.
A. great deal of annoyance and expense
to the parties concerned would have been
spared, if the Orown Law Department
had been alive to its duties.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Peneather), said he was ex-
ceedingly pleased and very much indebted
to the hion. member (Mr. Vosper) who
had moved this motion, for an oppor-
tunity, which had not hitherto presented
itself to him., to answer fully and satis-
factorily the amount of gross misrepre-
sentation which had been perpetrated
about hinmlf and about everyone con-
nected with the administration of justice
in this matter. He proposed to explain
the facts as clearly as he could, and be
thought he could make them so clear
that there would not be an hon.
member who would fail to follow him
in every sentence. The, first position
he would lay down was that the law in
respect to criminal prosecutions in this
colony was exactly the same as in
England; the Only difference being this,
that the official personage who drafted a6
fiat in England was designated a Public
[Prosecutor, while here it was the
Abtorney General. Side by side with
that method of prosecuting a. defendant
for criminal libel, there was another
method which applied here, namely to
obtain an information which could be
filed in Court, by going before a Judge
in chambers and setting out the facts of
the case. That could be done here the
same as in Fngland, and both methods
were available. That was the only pro-
cedure outside the granting of a fiat by the
Attorney General that could be resorted
to; and it was the only procedure in
England that could be resorted to. That
being so, what was the law with reference
to the granting of these prosecutionsP
The same section in the English statute
had been transcribed into our statute
here, with the exception of using the
words " Director of Public Prosecutions "
in England; in this colony "the Attorney
General " being substituted in'our statute.
That section was as follows:-

No criminal prosecution shall be commenced
against any proprietor, publisher, editor, or

any person responsible for the publication of
a newspaper, for any libel published therein,
without the written fiat or allowance of the
Director of Public Prosecutions in England,
or.Her Majesty's Attorney General in Ireland,
being first had and obtained.
That was practically the law as it exidsted
in this colony, we having a corresponding
section in our newspaper libel statute.
That provision was put in for the protec-
tion of persona carrying on newspapers
for the public benefit, undoubtedly fir
their protection, so that they should not
be harassed or vexed by frivolous charges
without the parties having first to go
before a judicial officer to obtain an order
allowing a prosecution. The facts -were
these. In July last a communication was
sent to him by a firm of solicitors in
Kalgoorlie, Messrs. Clarke & Hale, acting
on behalf of two clients, whose names he
would not at present make any use of; com-
plaining of a gross, cruel, and malicious
libel perpetrated on their clients; and
the solicitors forwarded to him a news-
paper containing the libel, scored with
pencil. It was his duty to read that
matter, and he would quote to hon.
members the headings:. " A Rake's Regis-
tered Refuge," in large letters; and
underneath, "Lascivious Law-Givers and
Lecherous Lothavios";, also under that,
" The Yinanier and Fancyg Man." These
were the headings, and if any hon. member
felt interested in the matter, and chose to
read this wretched trash in the newspaper,
he would find it one of the grossest, most
cruel and malicious libels that could be
perpetrated on any member of the corn-
munity. That being so, his (the Attorney
General's) duty was clear. He sent two
fiats authorising the prosecution of Mr.
Reid, the printer and publisher, and of
Mr. Mahon, the editor. The informations
were laid in the court at Kalgoorlie,
before the honorary justices, because this
being a chbarge of an indictable nature,
the justices would have no authority to
decide the matter, but if they thought aL
primd. facie case was made out it would
be their duty to send the case to Quartert
Sessions for trial. When the matter
came before the court of honorary j ustices,
the solicitors conducted the case for the
injured parties; and the defence then set
up was not that the flat was illegal or
irregular or improper; but what was the
defence ? The technical one that Mr.
Mahon was not the editor of the news-
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paper. During the course of that
prosecution it was the duty of counsel for
the prosecution to bring witnesses out of
the enemy's camp, witnesses from the
Sun newspaper office, to prove that Mr.
Mahon was the editor of that paper.
When those witnesses got into the box
they declined to answer the questions.
The honorary justices might, as was their
clear duty, have allowed them to be
treated as hostile witnesses, and have
compelled them to answer the questions.
Instead of that they declined to press the
matter; and they said there was no
evidence to satisfy them that Mr. Mahon
was the editor of the paper, and on that
they must dismiss the ease. The other
charge was -withdrawn.

MR. VosPEn : Did not the witnesses
say they would incriminate themselves by
answering the questions?

Tux ATTORNEY GENERAL: How
could it incriminate then to answer the
question as to whether Mr. Mabon was
the editor of the paperP If they did say
so, it would be childish. When in the
box, instead of those witnesses being
compelled to answer that question, the
honorary justices, he submitted, did not
do their duty, but allowed the witnesses
to go out of the box without forcing them
to answer the question. The result was,
there wvas no trial of these eases on the
merits. The next communication he
received was a. letter addressed to him by
Messrs. Clark and Hale, dated 31st
August, and in the following terms:

Salinger v. Mfahon.-This was a prosecution
for criminal libel, iustituted by our client,
Mrs. Salinger, against Hugh Mahon, the
editor of the Sun newspaper, published at
Kalgoorlie. In this case we obtained your
fiat authorising the said prosecution, and on
obtaining same forwarded you a copy of the
newspaper containing the article complained
of. On the hearing, however, the presiding
justices refused to order the employees of the
paper to answer any questions as to who was
the editor of the said paper; end the ease
against the accused was. dismissed, as the
B3ench held that there was not primt facie
evidence that the accused was the editor. We
have obtained fresh evidence, and are issuing
a fresh information against the accused . For
that purpose, will you kindly sign the enclosed
flat, authorising the proseeution.-Yours truly,
CLARK AND HALE.

Finding that was so, that this gentleman,
Mr. Mabon, had not the charge against
him tried on its merits but on a, technical
point, it was his (the Attorney General's)

duty to give these people every assist-
ance to have these eases determined on
their merits; and then it was he
signed the second two flats. But on
that occasion no attempt was made to
impugn the validity of the flats. What
did take place on the second occasionP
Having made up his mind what he should
do, he issued a fiat against Mr. Mahon
aad againast Mr. Reid. He had a6 copy
of the fiat here, because he had sent to
the, Crown Prosecutor to forward him
down an exact copy of the fiat he had
issued in each case, and it was done.
This fiat specially singled out Arthur
Reid , the printer and publisher of the
Sun newspaper, as being the person
against whom the prosecution wasallowed;
and the other was against Hugh Mahon,
as the editor of the Sun newspaper. That
being so, after a number of objections
had been raised and taken by counsel for
the defendant before the Court of Quarter
Sessions, the last one taken was that the
flat was irregular. Why ? Not because
it did not contain the name of the defen-
dants ; but what fr Because he (the
Attorney General) had not included the
names of all1 persons that might be prose-
outed! Who ever heard of such a dictum.
as that? Then, in support of that posi-
tion, the case of Allison was quoted, and
was referred to by Mr. Finnerty as j usti-
fying his decision in directing the jury
to acquit the prisoner. The case was one
"1The Queen against Allison, " reported
in Cox's reports of "Cases in Criminal
Law," vol. xvi., page 560; and it was
decided by a bench consisting of Chief
Justice Coleridge, with Judges Manisty,
Hawkins, Day, and Smith. It was a
case stated by Sir Thomas Cham-
bers, Recorder of London, in which eight
defendaints were tried for writing and
publishing a libel in the St. Step hen's
Review, in March, 1888; and this was
an appeal to the Criminal Court, as to
whether the case was good or not.
What were the facts in this case?

On behalf of the defendant Allison, it was
contended that as the flat of the Public Prose-
cutor was against the editor of tbe-St. Stephen's
Review, and did not mention the name of
Allison, it was had.

Hon. members would see that because
Allison, one of the defendants, had not
his name mentioned individually as
Allison, but simply as the publisher, it
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was held by a majority of the Oourt that
the flat was badl as against Allison.

MR. VesPER: Did the Attorney
General mention Mahon's name in the
fiat ?

THE ATTORNEY GENWERAL: Yes.
MR. Vospna: Then how camne it that

the Bench were so misledP
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It

would be seen from the case- of Allison
he had quoted, that the Court in Eng-
land held, only by a majority, that it
was necessary to name the defendant
individually. And dining the argument
this very interesting discussion between
counsel and the Lord Chief Justice took
place :

Lord Coleridge, C.J.-flut assuming the
printer may be liable, is this flat sufficient,
which does not mention Judd and Co.?P Yes;
in Beg. v. Rradiaugh (Timnes, 7th Nov., 1882),
upon a motion to quash an indictment for
libel, one of the grounds was that the fiat of
the Public Prosecutor followed the words of
the statute without mentioning any names,
and Field, J., said: "The Public Prosecutor
had no means of knowing. The application
was ex parts, and lbe had no power to bear
evidence as to whether or not a particular
person was liable, and he could only so far act
up to statements made to him as to say that
the case was a fit one for prosecution against
such persons as might be proved at the trial
to be liable." Stephen, J., concurred in that
decision, and the indictment was, upheld.
Mr. Justice Stephen had been considered
the soundest and ablest criminal lawyer
in England for the last 50 to 80 years;
and he, in Queen, v. Bradlaugh, had held
with Mr. Justice Field, that it was suffi-
cient to distinguish the defendants b
the capacity in which they worked.
However, this point having come up for
review again in this decision in 1888, the
Court, by a majority of three to two,
decided that it was not necessary to name
the individuals, no matter in what capa-
city they worked. The judgment was as
follows:

Smith, 3.-In this case the first person who
is inlicted is the editor of the newspaper; in
the next place, there are three of the seven
persons who signed the articles of association
of the Constitutional News Association,
Limited; and thirdly, there are the four
directors of the comparny who printed the
St. Stephen's Review for the association. With
regard to the four directors of the company
who were the printers, the case finds that they
did not sell or deliver any single copy, and
that there was no evidence that they knew the
contents of the paper, or saw such contents
either before or af ter it was printed. It also

seem to me that they did not even print the
paper, for it was the company and not they
who printed it. Then with regard to the
signatories of the articles of the association,
it is said that the mere signing such articles
is sufficient to support their prosecution for a
criminal libel. In my opinion it is not, and as
there was no evidence to fix any of them with
any knowledge of the libel, and therefore
with criminal responsibility for it, I am of
opinion that as against them also the con-
viction cannot be sustained.

Hon. members would see that this point
had some application to the Perth Icee
Company. Mr. Justice Smith continued:

As regards the editor, the question is, must
the prosecutor name the man against whom
the flat of the Public Prosecutor is to be given,
or is it sufficient that be should merely be
mentioned in the fiat as "the editor ?" in
my opinion, it is sufficient, as was held by my
brothers Field and Stephen, in Regina v,.
Bradlaugh (ubi. sup'.), for the flat to follow the
words of the statute. To my mind the News-
paper Libel Act, 1881, was passed for the
protection of newspaper proprietors, and it is
not the duty of the Public Prosecutor to find
out who it is who is to be prosecuted. What
can it matter to the Public Prosecutor against
whom the prosecution is to go? He has only
to satisfy himself of the libel. I therefore
think that the fiat against the editor was
sufficient.
Why was it not the duty of the Public
Prosecutor ? Because it might be
insinuated that the Public Prosecutor
had a personal grievance or grudge
against these particular defendants. Mr.
Justice Day gave judgment as follows:

I concur with my brother Smith, and as to
the editor I think that the flat is good. In
my opinion it is unnecessary that the editor
should be named. All that it is the duty of
the Public Prosecutor to decide is, whetler or
not tho matter is libellous. He has only to
decide upon the character of the libel, and has
nothing to do with the person who is respon-
sible for the libel, nor is he required to ascer-
tain who he is. There may be cases in which
the editor alone should be prosecuted, but in
the case of a newspaper that lives by the
publication of libellous matter, I can conceive-
that there may be cases in which the printer,
or the publisher, or the proprietor, should be
prosecuted. They ame aill parties in well-
known positions, and need not be named, for
they ca eeasily ascertained. It may be
that the Public Prosecutor does not know who
they are, and it may perhaps be better that he
should not know. It is not, in my opinion,
desirable that he should concern himself with
the namies of the parties to be prosecuted, and
it is enough if he dcsignates them, so that
they can be ascertained and identified. The
word "publishers" in the Act is used as an
ordinary trade term. For the reasons given
by my brother Smith, however, I am of



824 Libel Prosecutions: [ASSEMBLY.] Kiate, how issued.

opinion that the convictions of the parties
charged as printers and publishers were wrong,
but I ame of opinion that the conviction of the
editor was right.

Mr. Justice Hawkins--I am of opinion that
the convictions in this ease are, bad altogether.
In my opinion, the names of the parties whom
it is intended to prosecute ought to be ascer-
tained before the Public Prosecutor grants his
fiat, in order that the names may be inserted
in the fiat, so that the judge at the trial may
know against whom the prosecution is author-
ised. The names must be ascertained in order
to be inserted in the indictment-

In this case the names had been
inserted in the indictment.
And I can see no difficulty in the way of
the Public Prosecutor obtaining them. I also
think that he is to some extent-I will not say
what-to determine whether a criminal prose-
cution should go against the particular person
or persons.

Manisty, J.-I agree with my brother
Hawkins. This cme itself, in my opinion,
ilustrates, the importance of the fiat naming
the persons to be prosecuted. The statute is
intended to afford newspaper proprietors some
protection, which it can only do by requiring
the names of the parties to he prosecuted to
be specified. The fiat in this case was a
roving authority, authorising the prosecution
of the publisher, printer, editor, etc. Now, the
word" printer" is not in the Act, and as to
seven out of the eight persons prosecuted
there ought to have been no prosecution at
all. In my opinion the Public Prosecutor
ought to ascertain the names of the persons
whom it is proposed to prosecute before he
issues his fiat.

Lord Coleridge, C.3 -In this case, with
regard to seven out of the eight defendants, we
are all agreed the convictions cannot be sup-
ported. I agree entirely with what mry
brother Manisty has said as to this ease
illustrating the importance of the names of
the persons to be prosecuted being inserted
in the fiat of the Public Prosecutor....
He must indict someone by name; and it
follows, therefore, that the fiat must be
issued against the individual intended to be
prosecuted, by name.

It was quite plain that a majority of
the Court held, in this appeal, that the
fiat ought to contain the name of the
individual defendant.

Mu. VoseRa: That was also Mr.
Villeneuve Smith's contention at the Kal-
goorlie Court.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:
According to a newspaper report be had
here:

The other points raised by the defendants
were, that the fiat of the Attorney General to
prosecute was irregular, because it did not set
out the mnm of every person against whom

the prosecution was intended to have been
allowed.
In other words, it was held that because
five men might be indicted by name, and
because there were two others whose
names were not ascertained, the five men
indicted must be let off!

Ma. Vagun: Was that the proposi-
tion to which the magistrates assented?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was the proposition the magistrates
seemed to have laid dlown; and, be it
observed, this was a reserved judgment,
for the magistrates bad slept a whole
night on it. The report of their judg-
ment went on to say:

They had gone very carefully into this point,
first as to whether it was a point to be decided
hy this court, or whether it should not be
subsequently argued if a verdict were found
against the defeadant It seemed to them,
after consulting authorities, that this was a
point which had been properly raised at that
stage of the proceedings, and that the defend-
ant was entitled to the benefit of such point
if it were in his favour; and fuarther, it seemed
to them advisable that neither the defendant
nor the prosecution should be put to the cost
of trial when it appeared to them that such
trial would be abortive.
That was a singular utterance, because
the trial was then taking plate.
They bad therefore decided to entertain and
decide the point raised: that the fiat of the
Attorney General now produced did not set
out the name of every person against whom
the prosecution was intended to have been
allowed. On this point they had 'ound a
decided caue bearing very closely on it, Regina
v. Allison, in 59 Law Tunes, p. 933.

Such was the authority for the magis-
trates' decision!

MR. TLLrNowonvn: Who appointed
those magistrates ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
judgment, as reported, proceeded:

In that case the fiat of the Public Prosecutor
authorised the prosecution of the publisher,
editor, and printer of a certain paper, and
certain persons were prosecuted and convicted.
It had been held, on review of such conviction,
that the fiat ought to have mentioned the
name of every person against whom the prose-
cution wca intended to have been allowed, and
that it was the duty of the Public Prosecutor
to ascertain the persons whom it was intended
to prosecute before issuing or granting his
flat. The bench, therefore, upheld the point
raised, and held that the fiat of the Attorney
General now produced was bad, and inasmch,
therefore, as this prosecution was not properly
anthorised, they must direct an acquittal.
This was the bind of thing that one in his
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(Attorney General'e) position had to
endure; and the bon. member (Mr.
Vosper) must now perceive he had been
wrongly instructed when he brought
forward his motion, for had he read that
case of Regina v. Alligon he would have
seen that it contained no justification for
the judgment of the Court of Quarter
Sessions.

Mnt. VesPr: The magistrates ought
to be fairly intelligent, also.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was strange that instead of reserving the

point, the magistrates insisted on directing
the jury to acquit. They might have
reserved the point had they had any
doubt about it; and surely the case just
mentioned was sufficient to create a doubt.

MR. GuEonY:- The magistrates were
afraid to reserve their decision.

TanE ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
might have reserved the point of law for
the Supreme Court, and. allowed the jury
to determine the merits of the case; but
they directed the jury to acquit the
defendant, and the effect of that decision
was that this man could not now be
prosecuted, as he had had a verdict in his
favour; whereas had the point been
reserved, there would have been a verdict
on the merits.

MR, Vosrnn: There was still a civil
remedy.

TanE ATTORNEY GENERAL:; Such
a remedy was of no use against such
people-

Mn. DoHERTY:. It would be uncivilised.
Tn ATTORNEY GENERAL: An

hon, member had come to him after the
first prosecution and had tried to get him
to stop the issuing of these fiats. He (the
Attorney General) said: " Read that
for yourkell and tell me whether, if you
were in my position, you would act in
that manner." To the credit of the hon.
member in question it must be stated he
said, 'No: I cannot advise you to do
anything of the kind"; and now he
(the Attorney General) was held up
to obloquy and ridicule by persons
on the fields as knowing nothing
about his work, and in the terms of
the motion of the hon. member (Mr.
Vesper) it was taken for granted that
he had committed grave irregularities:
"in view of the fact of four prosecutions
for criminal libel having recently failed
by reason of irregularities in the issuing

of fiats by the Attorney General." Surely
hon. memhers intending to make am attack
on a Minister, and particularly an attack
which concerned that Minister's Personal
honour or ability, if not sure of their
facts, should do the Minister the justice
of interviewing him. Such an interview
might then and there lead to a satisfactory
explanation.

Ma. VosnnR: Was it not well to have
a public explanation? Hie had not
interviewed the Attorney General,

Tuu ATTORNEY GENERAL: Very
frequently the mere accusation was
enough to send out the misstatement to.
quarters where it could never be retracted
or refuted. That was the great sting of
libel. For a libel no true satisfaction
could ever be obtained, as it could go to
places which the refutation might never
reach. If a person happened to be a
Minister, that was no reason why he
should be treated with discourtesy. Hie
asked hon. members whether it was fair
treatment to make allegations of this
character, which subsequently turned out
to be unfounded. Very often perhaps
the bon. member (Mr. Vesper) was used
by other people who had their own
motives to serve. He hoped the bon.
member would now perceive that by
bringing the motion he had done a great
injustice.

Mn. GREGORY (North. Coolgardic):
The Attorney General's explanation was
gratifying, and it was regrettable only
because it was unaccompanied by a state-
ment that hie would try to bring in some
amendment of the present newspaper
libel law, so that it would not he
possible for editors of such journals
to hide behind legal quibbles as they
had done in the past. It was most
discreditable that people's characters
could be blasted, and that the guilty
person could go unpunished because his
name could not be ascertained. Rle (Mr.
Gregory) knew the newspaper in ques-
tion, which teemed with filth and thinly
veiled. innuendos against respectable
people. If any prson unfortunately
aroused the animosity of this man, that
person's reputation was blasted, and the
perpetrator of the outrage remained con-
cealed, and made it impossible to bring
an action against him. It was most
regrettable that the decision of the nagis-
trates, at Kalgoorlie had made it impos-
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sible to have a fair trial. Any journalist
who made such statements as those which
appeared in the paragraph in qetio
ought to have either justfe the state-
ments or paid the penalty. This news-
paper from beginning to end was one
mass of low ifith and lying vindictive-
ness, and any person who knew the man
responsible must think he must have
been nourished in his infancy on the
venom of a squid.

Mn. A. FORREST: And yet he was a
justice of the peace!

MR. JAuEs: Appointed by the Govern-
ment.

Mn. GREGORY: An amiendmnent of
the libel law should be introduced, pro-
riding that the name of the editor as
well as that of the publisher be included
in the imprint of every newspaper, and
that there should be bondsmen, so that
any successful litigant could recover
damages. This journal was started in
Coolgardie under the proprietorship of a
limited liability company, which went
into liquidation. The same persons then
proceeded to Menzies and repeated their
performance.

MR. MORAN: Not the same persons.
MR. GREGORY: Yes; the same per-

sons, with the addition of some who held
a few bogus shares to bring the concern
within the provisions of the Compne
Act. At Menzies there was ano ther
failure, and then they started another
limited company in Kalgoorlie; and a
person bringing a civil action could not
recover from the company even his
costs.

MR VOSPER (in reply):; It was well
that the motion should have been brought
forward, said the Attorney General him-
self had welcomed it. In connection
with this matter, statements of a most
grave character had been made against
the Attorney General; and be (Mr.
Vosper) thought it eminently desirable
that the matter should be cleai-ed up by
some such explanation as had been given
to-night. Hle (Mr. Vesper) knew that
the fiat had contained the names of the
defendants, but from a newspaper report
it appeared that the Bench had to some
extent ben misled by the reading of the
fiat. The newspaper report of the pro-
ceedings went on:

The Crown Prosecutor: I don't think state-
ments of this kind should be made.

Mr. Smith : I will ask the court to take a
note of that, and I ask if in the whole of my
learned friend's arguments he has produced
one fact to show that the fiat was properly
obtainedP

The Crown Prosecutor : No ?
Mr. Smith: I only want to show that the

Attorney General does not know his business.
(Laughter.)

The Crown Prosecutor: A man ought not to
be attacked thus in his absence.

Air. Smith: He is here in your person.
The Crown Prosecutor: No, he isanot. I am

here and I canl protect myself.
Here arose the point on which he (Mr.
Vosper) was induced to bring forward
the motion. Mr. Smith said:;

Then there's one other point, and that is this.
The fiat is bad because it is ambiguous. It

says " any proprietor, (any) publisher, (any)
editor, or (any) person responsible for the
publication." The only way the Attorney
General can grant the authority of a fiat is by
granting it against a particular person ; this
is against Reid or any other person. Now, in
any criminal proceeding, if you go beyond
your powers in the smallest iota the prosecu-
tion must fail. The Attorney General should
have mentioned the particular person, Reid.

The fact that the name of Mahon
appeared on the fiat was not mentioned
by the counsel for the defence. Whether
that misled the Bench in giving a
decision he did not know, but it had the
effect of misleading him (Mr. Vesper),
because the conclusion be arrived at was
that the counsel for the defence estab-
lished the fact that Mahion's name did
not appear on the fiat, although the
Attorney General told the House now the
exact contrary. Yet these gentlemen,
with the flat before them, and knowing
there was a misstatement, still gave the
decision in favour of the defendants. He
was justified in bringing forward the
motion, because Mr. Smith was a person
of good repute, occupying a responsible
position; and honorary magistrates were
generally esteemed, Ile supposed, for
their respectability, or they would not
occupy the position they did. The Chair-
man of the Quarter Sessions, Mr. Finnerty,
was a gentleman supposed to have even a
stronger bias against the Sun proprietors
than the Attorney General, because that
newspaper, to) use a vulgarism, " slanged"
him in the course of the report, and he
(Mr. Vosper) was justified mn assuming
that what the counsel for the defence
said and what the magistrates decided on
were good enough ground for the motion.
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Counsel asserted and the magistrates
decided there had been irregularities;
and it was not for him (Mr. Vosper) to
investigate how they arrived at that
decision, but assuming they were right,
he though it desirable the House should
investigate the matter. He was entirely
in accord with what hadl been said by the
member for North Coolgardie (Mr.
Gregory). It was well known that he
(Mr. Vesper) was the editor of a news-
paper which sometimes had to take
a very aggressive tone ; and so far as
he was personally concerned, he never
attempted to evade any responsibility.
His name was on the front of the news-
paper as editor, and on the imprint at
the end, so that if anyone desired to
Commence a prosecution, they knew his
-name and address. In cases of this
description, where a newspaper had
undertaken to make strong statements
about the character of private individuals,
responsibility should be assumed, and if
that responsibility were not assumed, the
law should be altered to compel it.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: They should
not shelter themselves behind quibbles.

MRt. VOSPELL: A, defendant might
set up any kind of defeqce, and that was
a well-known principle of law he would
not quarrel with; but so far as he was
personally concerned, he would welcome
any change of the law in the direction
the member for North Coolgardie had
indicated. He (Mr..- Vosper) did not
know it would now be worth- while the
House seeing the papers he had moved
for. After the Attorney General's explan-
ation, it was doubtful whether fuller
information could be given. The Attor-
ney General had explained the matter
fully, and even if there had been no
technical error conmmitted, that hon.
gentleman had acted on very excellent
grounds. The only point unexplained
was that there did not appear to have
been a statement made on oath prior to
the granting of the fiat.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was not
necessary.

Miu. VOSPER: It ought to be neces-
sary, because a fiat should. not be granted
on a mere ex parte application, or other-
wise assertions might be made about
individuals which were not substantiated.

Tarn ATTORNEY GENERAL: That was
quite true, but the libel was before himt.

MR. VOSPER: Supposing the state-
ment which appeared in the newspaper
were proved to be true, then so far from
the statement being a libel, it might be
doing a real good to the public.

En ATTORNE:Y GENERAL: That would
be a good defence.

Mn. VOSPER: Before a fiat was
granted, evidence should be given on oath
not only that the libel was published, but
that the statements were untrue, and
that would be a protection both to
plaintiff and defendant. In view of the
explantion given by the Attorney General,
he asked leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

MOTION-RAILWAY WORKSHOPS AT
MIDLAND JUNCTION.

AMENDMENT:. OOMMMISSION OF 0SPERT5.

Debate resumed from 26th September,
on motion by Mr. Ewing that the erection
of railway workshops at Midland Junc-
tion should be proceeded with forthwith,
and on amendment by Mr. Higham that,
"a royal commission should be appointed

to consider and report as to whether, in
the best interests of the colony, a more
suitable site for the railway workshops
cannot be found, and as to the advisa-
bility of this House rescinding the resolu-
tion in connection with the workshops
passed in 1895."

THE PREMIER (Right Ron. Sir J.
Forrest):; The subject of the site for the
railway workshops is not a new one in
this House. Every year I think we have
had to discuss the matter in some shape
or other, generally when there was
some -vote in regard to the workshops
on the Loan Estimates; but since 1895
the question has nob been introduced
with any view of al1tering the decision
then arrived at. In 1895 this House, and
also the Legislative Council, decided by
considerable majorities that the railway
workshops should be removed from Fre-
mantle to Midlan~d Junction, The year
previous to that, the late member for
Albany (Mr. Leake), as leader of the
Opposition, submitted a motion in pre-
cisely similar words, providing that the
railway workshops should be removed
to Midland Junction. The Government
opposed that motion, but promised to
investigate the matter during the recess,
and deal with it next session; and by a
narrow majority the Government defeated
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the motion, but next session proclaimed
through the Governor's Speech that they
proposed to ask Parliament to sanction
the removal, and did so in the very words
which had been used by the then leader
of the Opposition in the previous session.
I have no doubt the Government, of the
day of which I was a member thought
they would thus fix the Opposition, who
would, at any rate, be bound to vote for
a motion couched in precisely similar
words to their own motion. But the
Government reckoned wrongly, for -when
a division was taken the members of the
Opposition-I think the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) was
a member then-voted that the work-
shops should not be moved, at any rate
for five, years, However, a considerable
majority decided in the House, and also
in the Legislative Council, that the shops
should be removed to Midland Junction.
Speaking as the only member of the then
Government -now on the Government
benches, I may say it was very much
against our wishes when we decided to
remove the -workshops; because every
reason was against the removal if it could
possibly be prevented. There were the
interests of Fremantle; there was the
support of our good friends at Fremantle,
including our old friend and colleague,
Mr. Marrnion;, there were the vested
interests of Fremantle, and there was tbe
fact that the people there had been in
possession for some years of the work-
shops, ever since we had railways-all
this weighed heavily with the Govern-
ment, who did not desire to make a
change. But a. Royal Commission was
appointed and there was pressure brought
to bear on the Railway Department ats
represented by the Engineer-in-Chief
and the Minister of Railways (Hon. H.
W. Venn) ; there was also the report of
Mr. Allison Smith, who was Locomotive
Engineer in Victoria; and the Government
were not able to resist. At that timbeit was
felt there was no room on the present site
at Fremantlo, the site being smaller then
than now, owing to the large reclamation
which has taken place since that time.
We reluctantly agreed at length that the
shops should hie removed, having looked
about at those different places, and having
had the best advice we could, The Pre-
mantle members had not been idle,
because they had employed ani engineer

of considerable repute to br-ing forward
other places near Fremantle as suitable
sites; but eventually, much against our
wishes and much against our personal
interests too, we reluctantly agreed to the
decision that the railway workshops
should be removed to Midland Junction.
I have no hesitation, speaking for myself,
in saying that the Government were only
actuated by the desire to do what was
best for the railway system of the colony,
and we were altogether unmindful of our
own personal interests. Seeing this is
the state of the case, and that nothing has
been done from that day to this to alter
the decision then arrived. at, the Govern-
ment cannot at the present time ask
the House to reverse that decision,
unless we have some good ground for
doing so on the score of public policy.
Both Houses of Parliament having
settled the matter, therefore unless we
have other information, other reasons,
the Government cannot come here with
a proposal asking Parliament to reverse
that decision. I am bound to say there
are no grounds, or no sufficient grounds
that I know of, brought beore the Gov-
ernment by the people of Fremantle or
anywhere else to justify us in advising
this House to reverse the decision arrived
at in 1895. If there is evidence avail-
able, one would expect at any rate, that
the people who have interests in Fre-
mantle, and whose interests this House
and myself arc bound to give due weight
to, would- have produced it; but they
certainly have not produced it. Seeing
there is a very strong feeling at
Freminntle in regard to this question,
seeing that they feel so strongly and that
their interests are so much at stake, one
would have thought they would have
done something to prove to this House
there are good grounds for desiring this
change. We would have expected some
eminent engineers to have visited the
place, and seen this site which is spoken
of, and have done all that was possible to
be done. However, if there is evidence
available, if the people of Fremantle are
prepared to submit that evidence, I can
only say it is not unreasonable to expect
this House would be willing to hear that
evidence; and I think the responsibility
of producing that evidence should rest
on the people of Fremantle. We have
heard that they have held meetings there,
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but I have not yet seen a plan of the
new site that is proposed. There has
been no contour survey of it, and there is
no map I have seen, showing this
locality. Although my friend the member
for Fremantle (Mr. Highana) has told us,
and told me privately, that there is a
good site on the commonage suitable for
these workshops -

MR. HIGUAM: N'ot only one.
THEF PREMIER: I think we ought

to have had a plan of that site showing
its geographical position, and a contour
survey showing whether it is level or not;
and I will say again that the people o~f
Fremantle have not done all they might
have done in regard to this matter, in
order to impress their views upon this
House, because one would have been
expected we should have something laid
on this table showing the position of this
place, a contour survey with estimates,
the direction of the railway, and so on.
The interests of the railway system. of the
colony for all time must, I think, be our
first consideration; and although every
one of us has desired to conserve and
assist some particular local and personal
interest, still after all these local interests
must in a case of this sort, a great
national question, be subservient to the
interests of the railway system, not only
for the present but for all time. A great
deal has been said, and especially by the
member for the Swan (Mr. Ewing),
about the Government and the delay
that has taken place in regard to these
workshops not being constructed at Mid-
land Junction. It does seem a long time
that in five years only £80,000 has been
spent on this project, on the site that
was selected at Midland Junction. I
have no hesitation in putting down
nearly the whole delay-and I speak in
the presence of my friend the member
for the Williams (Mr. Piesse), who has
been the Commissioner of Railways for
four and a half years-leaving out some
money difficulties too, nearly the whole
delay has been due to the indecision of the
engineers as to the best class of workshops
to erect. My friend the late Commissioner
and myself have been always anxious to
get on with this work, knowing it was
important; but we have been kept back
by the want of decision on the part of the
engineers. I will just relate a few of the
instances which are familiar, no doubt, to

hon. members. Plans were prepared by
three professional persons appointed-
one a locomotive engineer, also Messrs.
John Fowlerand Sons, andMr. McDonald;
and the plans they prepared were placed
on the table of the House. Those plans
were not considered to be altogether
satisfactory, and the Engineer-in-Chief,
when he went to England in 1897, took
those plans with him and consulted some
eminent authority in England, who pre-
pared a new set of plans, and when these
came out they were submitted to the
Engineer-in-Chief and the Locomotive
Engineer, who almost agreed with them,
but wanted some alterations made. These
same plans have been again sent to
England for alteration, and I believe they
are now on their way back to this colony.
The Government have been wearied out
with regard to this matter by not being
able to get on with the work. The
engineer who is responsible agreed as to
the best kind of shops to erect, and
although I am prepared, with my friend
the late Commissioner of Railways, to
take some of the blame for delay, yet if
the whole matter were closely investigated
I believe it would be found that the Gov-
ernment were very little to blame, and
that nearly all the blame was through the
want of decision by engineers as to the
best kind of workshops to erect. The
Circumstances of the colony have chazged
a good deal, and the workshops which
Mr. Allison Smith recommended would
not suit now because the circumstances
of to-day are different, and thoe
plans have had to be enlarged and
altogether re-drawn. All this has taken
a long time. I think in 1895 1
was compelled to give in my adher-
se, through force of circumstances and
the condition of affairs, to the work-
shops being removed from Fremantle to
Midland Junction; and from that day to
this I can say truthfully that I have never
seen any reason for changing my opinion
as to the decision then arrived at by Par-
liament. I am aware that a large number
of people, also many members in this
House, and perhaps the whole of the
people of Fremantle, think the circum-.
stances of the colony are so different from
what they were in 1896 that before we
embark on this large expenditure on a
great national work, a further opportunity
should be given to deal with the question.



830 Railway Workshops: [ASSEMfBLY] to Construct

The conclusion I have arrived at with
regard to this is that so long as a decision
can be arrived at in a reasonable time, and
that the decision shall be given by per-
Sons who are not only able to review the
facts hrorn the beginning up till now, but
are also persons of acknowledged reputa-
tion and experience in regard to railway
workshops, I think another opportunity
should be given; and any opinion I may
have should not stand in the way of
a further recommendation being obtained
from persons well qualified to give it. It
cannot do any harm, it seems to me, to
get the opinions of persons of experience
and knowledge and with reputation, and
having no personal interest, to deal with
this question. It is certainly no reflec-
tion upon Parliament that before we go
further, after having not clone a great
deal during the past five years in this
work, and considering the great change
that has come over the colony, that two
or three persons of eminence should be
asked to advise the Parliament of the
country as to whether, in the interest of
the railway system of the colony, there
are sufficient grounds to Justify an
adverse decision in regard to that
which was arrived at in 1895; and
whether, if there is reason for a reversal
of that decision, there is an available
site more suitable for workshops at
Fremanutle. There is another side of the
question that did not exist in 1895.
Interests have been built up at Midland
Junction, in the belief that these work-
shops were to go there; and although it
has been said that at Fremantle there are
large interests, still we must not forget
that the interests of people employed in
the workshops, that have grownu up since
then, have been created by those people
with their eyes open; because it has
generally been expected, certainly in this
House, that the workshops were to be
removed to Midland Junction, and those
persons who invested money during that
time must have done it with a knowledge
that the trend of public feeling was in
the direction of the removal of the work-
shops to Midland Junction. I think,
however, there can be no harm whatever
in the course .1 have now suggested; and
a strong reason that actuates me in this
matter is that there should be no feeling
on the par of the people of Fremantle
that this House, or the Government I

represent, desire to do anything to injure
Fremantle, but that I and this House are
willing to give every consideration to the
requests of an important section of the
community, and especially when it goes
only to the length of asking us to further
investigate the matter. It is not an
unreasonable request, coming from a
large section of the community, to ask us
to investigate the matter before we go
further; and feeling that it is not an
unreasonable request, I think it is my
duty to try and assist it, especially as it
will not take very long to obtain the
opinion of this Commission. There is
some little difference of opinion in regard
to the wording of the amendment which
I desire to submit to the House. In my
amendment, I style it a "Committee Of
Railway Experts.' My friend the member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Doherty)
desires that it be altered to a "Royal
Commission." I have no objection, to that
alteration; but I do not see any differ.
ence between a Committee of Experts and
a Commission. Wl hyb

Ma. ILLINGWORTH:Wl hyb
experts ?

THE PREMIER: Oh, yes. It may
be thought the Committee will not take
evidence; but that is not the intention or
the desire of the Government. The
desire is that this Committee of railway
experts should investigate the matter
thoroughly, and take such evidence as
would be taken by any Royal Coinmis-
sion. I may say that all such Committees
appointed by the Government are Royal
Commissions; therefore there is nothing
in the expression "Committee" which I
use, and I quite acquiesce in the amend-
ment to substitute " Royal Commnission "
for " Committee." My desire is that this
Commission should be composed of three
railway experts, two of whom, at least,
shall be experts from the Eastern colonies.
My reason is that we shall thus get
people who are unbiassed and without
any personal interest in this matter. We
know very well that none of us can get
rid altogether of personal interests or
personal bias, and therefore we shall do
well to obtain experts from the other
colonies rather than from within our own
borders, even if we have them here. Cer-
tainly we have not as good a choice in
this colony as we have from the railway
experts in the East. I have not the
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slightest doubt that the Governments of
the Eastern colonies, with that cour-
tesy which always distinguishes them,
wilt be able to assist cis by giving us
some of their best men to form this Com-
mission. I have every confidence that
they will do so. I take it that this
Commission of three eminent railway
experts, all of them impartial and unbias-
sed, will take evidence and report; and
if the report-and I wish hon. members
to listen carefully to this-is in favour
of Midland Junction being the site for the
shops; if the Commission, in fact, indorse
the opinion at which Parliament arrived
in 1895, then there will not be the slightest
reason why the works should not go on.
If, however, on the contrary, they advise
that the decision of Parliament in 1895 be
reversed in favour of some other site, of
course it will be impossible for any
Government to take the responsibility of
going on with Abe work until Parliament
itself has been consulted; so that I take
it, if the Commission decide in favour of
some other site, Parliament will be asked
to reverse that decision of 1895. One
great advantage of having a Commission
of Railway Experts is that if they come
from the other colonies, they will keep at
the work until it is finished. If, on the
contrary, there were a Royal Commission
appointed from amongst the people of
Perth and Fremantle, we do not know
how long it would take the members-a
year or two, I suppose. I have known
Commissions appointed to take more than
a year, and I have known one which has
never brought a report up yet though it
was appointed some eighteen months ago.
That is what we want to avoid. We want
some finality in this matter, not only in
the interests of Midland Junction and
Fremavntle, but of the whole colony.
Therefore, I think if this Commission
were composed of business men who have
private duties to attend to, it would be
slow in getting to work. I may point out
that the Railway Department is at the
present time very much inconvenienced
by the retention of the shops at their
present site; therefore no time can be lost
more than is avoidable. I am of course
aware that there is a great deal of feeling
imported into this discussion, a feeling of
personal interest which is no doubt very
strong; burt in this House we must try
to keep our minds away from what we

desire on account of our own personal
interests, and to look at such matters
from a national standpoint. I hope,
whatever the decision of this Commission
may be, that it will, be final, that it
will be accepted by everyone, and that
we shall get rid of the question once
and for all. We thought we had got rid
of it long ago, and personally I wish we
had, because nothing but ill-will and a
good deal of unrest occur when a sub-
ject like this is re-opened aud discussed;
but I hope if we now appoint these
unbiassed men of knowledge and experi-
ence, and get from them an independent
opinion such as we shall get, we shall at
last arrive at a settlement of this vexed
question. And T say again, seeing that
a long time-five years-has elapsed, I
may say I do not think the people of
Fremantle and those living between
Perth and Fremantle, or the people of
Perth, are asking for anything unreason-
able when they demand that, before we
embark upon such a large expenditure,
we shall have this investigation, especially
when the investigation is to be by
experienced men who are altogether
unbiassed and conversant with the sub.
ject. I understand the people of Fre-
mantle realise this, and that they are
willing to abide by the result of the
investigation. The member for East
Frematle (Mr. Holmes) said the other
night: "Let us have the best possible
site for the colony." I re-echo, that
sentiment. Let us have the very best
possible site for the colony. Seeing that,
and feeling that, I think we may accede
to the expressed wish of a very large
number of people that this investigation
should take place. I cannot speak for
Perth, but I can certainly speak for the
rest of the colony, and I think for the
large majority of the people of Perth ;
and I may say that the majority
are very well satisfied with the
decision arrived at in 1895. .1 have
heard nothing to the contrary. But
that is not all. There is a very large
number of people at Fremantle, the

Frincipal port of the colony, with very
argemiterests; and they have to be

considered; and we shall not be doing
anything out of the way or unreasonable
by acceding to their moderate request.
I may say, though I ought not to say
it, because my personal interests have
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nothing to do -with this question at all;
hut in order that we shall avoid every
appearance of evil and put aside mis-
representation and calumny, I may say
that I have no interests whatever at
Midland Junction', whilst I have a,
considerable interest and obligation at
Fremasntle. But that does not influence
me in the slightest degree. My desire is
that the best possible site shall be chosen;
and I say again that it rests with the
people of Fremantle to show whether
they have a, better site than the site at
Midland Junction. Personally, I am
perfectly satisfied with the site at Midland
Junction. If I ha my way, I certainty
should not have moved a band's turn to
make at change. The point is: is there a
better site, a site that will be better for
this colony, nearer to Fremantle, nearer
to where the shops are uowP It will rest
with the people of Fremantle to show
whether there is such a site: the experts
will be the judges, and that will satisfy
me as well as the people of Fremantle.
I beg to move, as an amendment, that all
the words after "Rouse" be struck out,
and the following inserted in lieu:-

A Committee of Railway Experts should be
appointed to report,--

i.- Upon the suitability of the site for the
Railway Workshops at the Midland
Junction agreed upon by Parliament
in 189-5.

a. As to whether, in the interests of the
railway system of the colony, there
are sufficient grounds to justify a
reversal of the decision then arrived
at, and whether, in that case, there is
an available site more suitable for the
Railway Workshops near Fremantle.

3. That the committee consist of three
members, two of which, at least, shall
be railway experts from the Eastern
colonies.

I think that amendment is drafted in
terms which should commend themselves
to this house and to Parliament. It does
not seek to reverse the decision arrived at
in 1895. Itmerely asks that a Committee
be appointed to see whether there are any
grounds, after five years, for any reversal;
and if there are any grounds for a,
reversal, then this Rouse should be con-
sulted in regard to it. I bog to move the
amendment standing in my name.

THE SPEAKER: It is desirable I
should point out to the Rouse now what
is the position of these amendments. The
amendment proposed by the member for

Fremantle (Mr. Higham) will have to be
dealt with before the amendment proposed
by the Premier; because, according to
parliamentary practice, whenever one
amendment proposes to strike out the
whole of the words of a previous amend-
ment, such proposal is looked upon as a
substitution and not as an amendment
upon an amendment. Therefore the first
amendment must be disposed of before
the second can come before the House;
and the hon, member (the Premier) will
have to move his amendment as a sub-
sequent amendment, after the first amend-
meat has been disposed of. I may also
say the proposed amendment of the
member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty) will not be permissible, because
it will have the effect of a resolution
substantially the same as that which the
House will have dealt with.

THE Pnpmmia: I do not think it would
be substantially the same.

THE SPEAKER: Exahcly the same.
The mere alteration of the words of a
question, without any substantial change
in its object, will not be sufficient to evade
the rule that the same question cannot be
twice debated in the same session.

THE Pnmrmt: I think a motion is
sometimes put into a shape that it is nt
desired to be left in, when it comes before
the Rouse; and it is subsequently altered.

Twz STPEAKER: But the hin. mem-
ber (Mr. Doherty) has given notice of
this motion. If it bad not been for the
words made use of by the Premier, that
there should be a Committee, I should
have ruled that his amend-ment could
not be put, because it is substantially the
same as the previous one.

Tnn FREMIEpt: These are to be railway
experts. The amendment of the member
for T'remantle says nothing of railway
experts.

THE SPEAKER: That is what I say.
The hon. member's (the Premier's)
amendment is different, because it men-
tions that the Committee of Railway
Experts is to consist of three.

MR. ILLE$TGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): This question of the location of
the railway workshops is one supposed
to have been settled in 1895. In 1894,
during the first session in which I had
the honour of sitting in this Rouse, I
spoke very strongly of the nedessity of
removing the railway workshops, because
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it was shown by the Commission that sat
in 1892 that the loss to this colony in
consequence of unsuitable workshops
amounted to £16,000 per annum. At
the time that loss was accruing to this
colony there were only 55 miles of
railway opened. The train mileage for
1892 was only 24,000 miles, and yet it
was reported by the Commission that the
loss to this colony was not less than
£15,000 per annum, owing to the
situation of the workshops. Now in
1899 we had 306 miles of railway opened.

MR, MoR.&N: 1,306.
Mn. ITLUNGWORTH: Yes; and the

train mileage was 1,06M oun No; yo0u are wrong.
MR. ILLaTNGWORT1I: My figures

appear to be incorrect. I have got them
mixed up; but my point is that the
immense increase of work done by the
Railway Department at the present time
must involve the country in much larger
loss, perhaps four times the loss that was
incurred in 1892. Suppose -we take an
average for the eight years in which this
matter has been discussed, and in which
practically, nothing has been done, and
place that average at £30,000 a, year,
though it must be honestly above that,
we have lost already on delay the sum of
£240,000.

MR. DoHERTY: That is supposition.
Ma. TLUINGWORTH:E It is not

supposition, 'but absolute stern loss of
money, and this £.240,000 would have
erected the workshops, and erected them
well.

MR. Donun; - Where do get your
figures P Are they like your train
mileage P

MR. ILTLTING WORTH: In 1894 I
urged the necessity of removing the rail-
way shops somewhere, though not
necessarily to Midland Junction, and in
1895 1 spoke strongly against moving
the shops to Midland Junction. I spoke
strongly in the House, and I spoke
strongly at a public meeting at Fremantle,
and T did -so with a strong conviction that
it was possible to find a site in the Fre-
mantle district ; and I considered. then
and still consider that in the interests
that have grown up in connection with
the workshops, if it were possible to find
a site in or around Fremantle, it is
almost imperative that this country and
Parliament should establish the worshops

in that district. I was invited by the
then Commissioner of Railways to accom-
pany him and the Engineer-in-Chief, I
think in 1896, to go round that district
and endeavour to find a site; and I very
reluctantly had to come to the conclusion
that there was no suitable site in or
around Fremnantle. I was very much
disappointed on that score, because I
considered then, and still consider, that
if it were possible to find a suitable site,
there are many important reasons why
the workshops should be retained in the
district. But this House decided in 1895
that the workshops were to be removed
to Midland Junction, and the explanation
of the Premier is not quite satisfactory
as to why delay has taken place. We
have been losing money every year in
increasing quantity.

Mu. DOHaERTY: That is supposition.
Mn. IfIINGWORTH: There is no

supposition about it. The hon. member
may not, perhaps, be satisfied as to the
exact figures, but, speaking generally, it
is beyond doubt that the country has lost
heavily, and is losing miore heavily every
dlay as the increased mileage accrues, and
the difficultics are becoming greater.

MR. SOLOMON: Where is that shownP
MR. ILjINOWOETH: It is shown

here every day.
MR. DOHERTY: In a Blue Book?
MR. ILLINGWORTH: No, not in a

Blue Book, but it is an undoubted
reality that money has been lost because
there are not suitable appliances to carry
on the work. More than that, rolling
stock is accumulating in a damaged,
imperfect and unworkable condition
because there are not suitable workshops
in which to complete repairs. Repeated
applications have been made for new rolling
stock necessary for carrying out the
work, simply because there are no fit
workshops and appliances to make neces-
sary repairs, and, as a. consequence,
instead of our railways being debited, as
they ought to be, with the cost of repair-
ing trucks, carriages, engines, and such
like, which ougbt to be charged against
working expenses, new rolling stock is
being substituted out of loan, and
consequently a ficticious balance-sheet is
being made out year by year. That is
unsatisfactory from the particular stand-
point, but overlooking that for the
moment, it becomes a very serious and
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grave question whether these workshops
should not be erected somewhere else, at
any rate. I will not discuss the point
just now as to where the shops should be
removed, but that we should have
sufficient workshops for carrying on the
operations of this great spending depart-
ment, is beyond any possible kind of
argument. What is now proposed? It
is proposed to make still further delay,
though, perhaps, that delay will not be
very long; but if the Commission decided
on some other site, we shall have to wait
for another Parliament. I am quite pre-
pared to admit that if a Commission of
experts, such as is proposed, can show
there is a better site than Midland
Junction anywhere between Perth and
the coast, it would be greatly to the
advantage of the department to have the
workshops near the coast. But in that
case one of the principal arguments of
those who oppose the removal must fall
to the ground. The vested interests of
the workers in and around Fremnantle
have been put forward as one of the
strongest arguments for retaining the
workshops there.

MR. SOLOMON: Only against argu-
ments on the other side.

Mit. TLINGWORTH: Suppose a site
is found; suppose it is the Commonage
as was suggested, all the vested interests
around North Fremantle would be injured
just aboutas much as if the railway work-
shops were taken to Midland Junction.

MR. THosnA: Certainly not.
MR. ILLIXGWORTH: Certainly yes.
MR. THIGM: Certainly not.
MR. ILLINUWOETH: Absolutely,

certainly yes. The people would not be
able to take their houses with them nor
continue to reside at Fremantle..

MR. HTGHAM: But there is a great
difference beween four miles and 23 miles.

MR. ILLtNGWORTH: There is a
difference, but not a difference that affects
the question I am arguing. One thing
that strikes me, and the last I want to
mention-because it is useless to discuss
the matter at any great length, seeing we
have no end of speeches in Hansard
on the question-one thing I want to
s is that it is most dangerous for
Prllanent to come to a. decision, such as
we camne to in 1895, and then attempt to
reverse that decision. It is a dangerous
thing to do, and there ought to be very

good and sound reasons before such a
course is taken. I am not going to
emphasise too much the question of
vested interests; but, at the same time, if
Parliament comes to a decision after long
debates, after years of discussion and
close examination, and after the appoint-
ment of the Railway Commission, to do a
certain large work of this character in a.
certain place, it is evident that vested
interests will grow up under these cir-
cumstances. We ought at all times to
be exceedingly careful not to pass resolu-
tions or to raise expectations-not even
by passing a Railway Bill for which we
do not know we will be able to find the
money-or take any step which will create
vested interests and ultimately, perhaps.
become ruinous to individuals. Private
interests must fall before public interests;
but, at the same time, people had a reason
to expect and suppose Midland Junction
was the final decision of Parliament; and
that being so, vested interests have grown
UP.

MR. DoHrERTY: Speculation.
MR. ILLfl{GWORTH: Tt may be

speculation; but all I can say is that it
would suit me best personally if the
workshops remain at Fremantle. I am
not arguing from that standpoint, and I
hope hon. members, in discussing public
questions, and especially great questions
like this, will not allow personal interests
to influence them; indeed. I take it for
granted they will not. To the form in
which the amendment, which is not yet
before the House, is put, there does not
seem to be any great objection; but does
any hon. member honestly believe there
is any chance of finding a position around
FremantleP

MR. HIGHAM: Yes; beyond question.
MR. DOnERTY: Yes.
MR. ILLINGWORTH: I do not think

hon. members do believe that; and all
that is involved here is delay.

Mn. HIGHn:; No.
MR. ThLsING-WORTH: I am express-

ing my opinion, and hon. members may,
of course, express their opinion. All that
can come out of the amendment is delay.

MR. DOHERTY: You are wrong.
MR. ILLINGWOR'lH: And delay

means money, and a. very considerable
sum, and delay also means a very con-
siderable amount of inconvenience.

Mu. HiOHAM: It may mean a better site.
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MR. TLLINGWORTH: We have lost
quite enough in this matter already, and
we ought to come to a decision at an
early date. Personally, I do not think
there is any necessity for this Royal
Commission, and we might dccil ic te
question as we did in 1895. 1 voted
against the removal then, but Parliament
has decided, and my own personal
investigation leads me to the conclusion
that, notwithstanding my speeches and
votes at that time, the decision was
the wisest one, and I am not prepared
to undo it at the present time. But what
I strongly urge is that, should the House
decide it is desirable to appoint a corn-
mission, the appointment should be at a
very early date. A decision should be
obtained as early as possible, and action
taken to stop this great waste, loss, and
inconvenience. There is not much to
choose as between the two proposals, and
I shall vote for the original motion at the
present stage. If the original motion be
lost, Bad later on the Premier submit
the amendment as a substantive motion,
I shall be pleased to support him.

MR. HIGHAm rose in his place.
THE SPEAK:ER: The hon. member has

spoken and cannot speak again.
Ma. HIGHAM: I do not propose to

speak to the question, but rise to with-
draw my amendment in favour of the
amendment suggested by the Premier,
and which I hope will be moved by some
other hon. member.

THE SPEAKER: I do not know whether
the House will allow the amendment to
be withdrawn. It cannot be withdrawn
without the leave of the House.

MRi. HIGHAM: Then I beg leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
THE ATTPORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

IR. W. Pennefather) : I move, as an
amendment, that all the words after
"House" be struck out of the motion,
and the following inserted in lieu:

A Royal Commission of railway experts
should be appointed to report: x, Upon the
suitability of the site for the railway work.
shops at the Midland Junction agreed upon by
Parliament in 1895 ; 2, As to whether, in the
interests of the railway system of the colony,
there are sufficient grounds to justify a
reversal of the decision then arrived at, and
whether, in thatcase, there is an available site
niore suitable for the railway workshops near
F'remantle; that the Commission consist of

three members, two of whom, at least, shall be
railway experts from the Eastern colonies.

MR. WILSON (Canning) : I intend to
support the member for the Swan in his
motion for the immediate construction of
railway workshops at Midland Junction;
and I may say at once that while not in
accord with the members for Fremantle on
this question, I find that ITam in complete
accord with them in one respect, that we
have both a serious grievance against the
Government. The members for Fremantle
have a grievance because the Government
wish to carry out the decision of Parlia-
ment arrived at some five years ago; and
I have a grievance against the Govern-
ment for having failed to carry out that

Idecision long since. This is another
instance of the trouble and loss and
waste brought on the country by the
procrastination of the Forrest Govern-
ment. Here we have an example of the
deliberate flouting of a decision of Parlia-
ment such as has taken place on other
questions time after time, and which, I
am sorry to say, has been practised in
this case during several years. Here
we have a very vital question, and
I admit the reasonableness of the
members for Fremantle in fighting all
they know for keeping the workshops at
Fremantle in the interests of the people
there. We have the fact staring us in the
face that the Commission which sat on
the question five or six years ago took
evidence and came to a decision that the
workshops ought, in the interests of the
country, to be removed to Midland Junc-
tion. We have also the resolution referred
to by the Premier, passed in this House
and the Upper House, by which Parlia-
ment decided that the workshops ought
to be removed to Midland Junction in
accordance with the recommendation of
the Commission. But years have gone
by and this matter has been held over-
why? No one can come to any other
conclusion than that it has been held over
by the friends of the members for Pre-
mantle. It seems to me that the interests
of the country at large have been sacni-
ficed and ani enormous loss incurred by
these workshops being kept at Fremnantic;
that the interests of the country have
been ignored in order to allow the people
of Fremantle to have these workshops
a little longer.

MRt. Pinssan: That is not right.
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Mn. HrGEaaax It is not right.
MR. WILSON:- Tb at is my conscientious

opinion with regard to this matter. What
is the excuse advanced by the PremierP
That there has been no decision with
regard to the matter by his engineers; that
for five years. the indecision has gone on.

MR. PissiE: Four years.
Ma, WILSON: F ive years since it

was decided Chat the workshops should
go to Midland Junction. Plans have
been drawn and sent to England, for
experts to give an opinion on them;
those plans have come back, and have
been again sent to England; and the
late Commissioner of Railways told us
recently that the plans would be returned
from England to this colony in six weeks
from that time, and the workshops would
be commenced. Now the fact is there is
no chance of the workshops being com-
menced. Are we not all weary of the
subject? I say the responsibility rests
on the Premier and his late colleague,
who was Com-missioner of Railways.
Why did they not insist on the engineers
coming to a conclusion, or get rid of
thetm? It seems to me absurd, and a.
paltry excuse, to say that the engineers
could not tome to a decision on the ques-
tion of the most suitable design for
railway workshops. The whole thing
should have been decided on, and the
workshops constructed and at work.
within twelve months after the decision
of this House. To-night we have not to
consider whether the workshops shall be
removed or not: it requires no expert to
decide that question, for every member
of Parliament who travels to Fremantle
can see that the country is losing
enormous sums of money, and that the
workshops must be removed to Midland
Junction or elsewhere. I would like to
point out that no evidence 'has been
brought forward by those who are moving
in the matter, by the members for Fre-
mantle, to show 'Why these workshops
should not be removed to Midland Junc-
tion, as was previously decided. Some
mention has been made that a new and
better site suitable for the purpose has
been discovered;i but we have no proof of
that--the site has not been pointed out;
and bearing in mind that the Royal
Commission examined carefully every site
in and around Fremantle five years ago,
I fail to see how the members for Fre-

mantle could have discovered any site
that was not available at that time. The
position stands in this way: that the work-
shops must be removed; that an inj ustice
or an injury to employees by the removal
must take place in the interest% of the
colony; and I do not care whether they
are removed five miles to the Comnmonage
near Fremantle, or to Victoria Park, or to
Midland Junction, but some injury will
be inevitably caused by the removal to
another site, because the workers must
remove their homes so as to be near the
workshops. We cannot take that into
consideration; but we can consider that
for years past we have been suffering
enormous loss, and that the rolling-stock,
which is totally inadequate for the proper
working of the railways, has been kept in
a very inefficient state of repair owing to
the congested state of the workshops at
Fremnantle. Not only the late Commis-
sioner of Railways, but the Engineer-in-
Chief, has ventilated. his opinion, and
both have blamed the Government for
not supplying money for more rolling-
stock; and in doing so they advanced the
same old excuse, that the private com-
panies using the railwa-y should provide
rolling-stock for the Government lines.
If the Government would turn their
attention to keeping the workshops in
order, by carrying out the decision of
Parliament and providing the necessary
appliances for keeping the rolling-stock
in proper repair, they would better serve
the interests of the people of Western
Australia. As to the coal companies, it
was said they should provide rolling-
stock to carry coal to the different dep~ts;i
but I say that argument is untenable. If
there had been an export, trade in coal, as
there is in timber, I could understand the
argument that the coal proprietors should
provide rolling-stock for the coal to be
sent to the goldfields; but I say there is
not five per cent. of the coal sent there.

Mn. Piassa@: In the future.
MR. WILSON: The Government com-

plai that the railways are short of
rollig-stock because the private comn-
panies will not provide rolling-stock to
equip the Government railways. But if
the Government had carried out the
decision of Parliament by removing these
workshops to Midland Junction, there
would have been hundreds of trucks
which are not now in running order, and
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the rolling-stock also would have been in
a, better condition.

MR. Pinssm : No, no.
MR. WILSON: If the late Commis-

sioner will turn up the reports of his late
Locomotive Superintendent, he will find
reports over and over again stating that
the rolling-stock could not be kept in a
proper state of repair in the Government
workshops. The whole of the officers
have urged the Government, time after
time, to remove the workshops so that
they might be able to keep the railing-
stock in proper repair. So far as I can
judge, the Midland Junction appears to
me to be the best site. If I followed my
personal interests, I have larger interests
at Freman tie; but I say as a practical
man, the site at Midland Junction is au
ideal Bite for railway workshops and for
wagon sheds; and if the repairs and
other work cannot be carried out for
fifteen or twenty per cent, cheaper than
at present, I am greatly mistaken. So
why do we 'wvant the opinion of experts
on the subject ? It will mean expense
and delay; and in the interests of Fre-
mantle, in the interests of Midland
Junction, it is necessary that this matter
should be decided to-night, once for all.'
The additional sheds on the wharf at Fre-
mantle, which the shipping people are
crying out for, cannot be constructed
because the railway workshops are said
to be in the way and ought to be
removed. That was the answer given
to us at a deputation the other day;
so that any -further delay in the erection
of fresh workshops means that' three or
four hundred trucks will be kept in
employment on the wharves, which
aught to be released for the purposes of
general traffic. Does not this show slip-
shod management somewhere? And whom
are we to blame ? We cannot descend to
subordinate officers: we must blame the
head, the ex-Commissioner of Railways
(Mr. Piesse).

Tus PnEIWxIRht Blame the Premier.
Mn. WILSON: The Premier; certainly.

The Premier is head of the whole lot.
The right hon. gentleman should have
put his foot down long since, and should
have said to these engineers who have
been so undecided, that if they could not
come to same decision he would get some
one who could. I do not plead for vested
interests; but I say the people at Midland

Junction have been deceived. I am sony
to think it is so .long since that agitation
was commenced that those who were
injured have possibly left the district and
gone elsewhere. It is another instance
similar to Esperance a-large population
attracted by the expenditure of public
money and promises of public works being
constructed, anad then the gross neglect of
leaving them to sink or swim as best they
can. That is the position; and I hope
this House will say, once and for all we
are not goin to support this procras-
tinating policy; will say that we shall
insist on these shops being erected
promptly, and that those who are to blame
for delaying the carrying out of works of
this description shall be brought to book
and made to bear the responsibility.

Mn. DOHERTY (North Fremantle):
In couffictiug circumstauces such as sur-
round this question, the best way out is
to settle the matter by arbitration; and
this is all we ask. A. Royal Commissi~n of
experts-menwho havenopersonal interest
in Perth, Fremantle, or at the Midland,
men who have no self-interest. and no
local ties-they will undoubtedly give
an unhiassed opinion, and it is to such a
tribunal we appeal. And we appeal, also,
to the justice of the House to give us
such a tribunal, so that the people of
Fremantle and intermediate suburbs may
lay their case before an impartial body.
The heated lecture delivered by the memn-
ber for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) was
full of abuse of the Government; but
this is not aquestion as to whether the
Government are to blame. The leadeT of
the Opposition constitutes himself an ex-
pert, and tells us he went to Fremantle
some five years ago and could not see a
suitable site. That is exactly what we
object to. We object to amateur engi-
neers telling us that there is no suit-
able site there for workshops. Amateur
opinions are not worth anything. We
know well enough that the honoumable
member is a good financier and a good
politician.

Ma. ILLflWoRTH: 1 went with the
Engineer-in-Chief and others.

Mn. DOHEERTY: You 'went as one of
the Royal Commission, We want to
remove this question altogether from the
control of the amateur element; we want
to get experts whose decisions shall be
final. If we have the site we think we
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have, we shall win; if not, we shall. have
to bow to the decision of those experts.
There is another element which has crept
into this question. The people of Subiaco,
Leederville, and Claremont are all of
opinion that th& question should be re-
opened ; and surely the Government
cannot refuse to pay proper attenton to
public opinion 1 Instead of two experts
being brought from the other colonies, I
should prefer that the whole three be
drawn from there.

MR. PIEssE:- Then you will have all
their experts over her.

ILR. DOHERTY: Better that thani have
one local man; perhaps a man who has
rubbed shoulders with the late Commis-
sioner of Railways. We should not care
so much for such a, man, because we
know how his decision would go; we
should rather have a man who is free to
give an independent judgmeut.

MR. MITCHELL: Where can you find
him?

Mit. DO0H ER TY:- The idea that
there is great loss caused by retaining
the workshops at Fremantle is purely
fictitious. The leader of the Opposition
told us that it amounted to £80,1000 a
year, without giving us particulars of
where and bow he got his information.
He told us there are 300 odd miles, and
then he discovers there are 30,000 miles
of railway. He told us there was 385,000
running miles, and he then discovers
there are three millions.

M& JLLINCGwoRTH: I said the loss Was
£215,000 in 1892.

Kmn. DOHERTY:- Considering the
Uarge expenditure which must necessarily
be incurred in building workshops like
these, surely it is not too much to ask the
House, before embarking on such huge
expenditure, to decide finally and for
ever what is a suitable site. Before we
take the plunge, let us be certain we have
the best site obtainable; and I ask bon.
members to do justice to both parties,
and to agree to the amendment of the
Attorney General.

Question-that the words proposed to
be struck out stand part of the question
-put, and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes ... ... 15
Noes .. ... 14

Majority for ... I

AYES.
Mr. Daribb
Xr. wn
Mr. I. Forret
Mr. areory
Mr. Hall
Mr. Harper
Mr. A. Y. Hassell
Mr. Il11ingworth
Mr. Locke
Mr. Mitchel]
Mr. Fiessm
Mr. Rason
Mr. Sholl
Mr. Wilson
lar. James (Talor).

YOE.
Mr. Dohari
Sir Joh3nFest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Higham
Mr. Holmes
Mr. Hubble
'Mr. Hutchinson
Dir.ero
MY =Pnneftber
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Thronse]]
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Wood
Mr. Mor" (Talor),

Amendment (the Attorney Generals)
thus negatived indirectly.

Further question - that the original
motion be agreed to-put, and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes ... ... ... 19
Noes ... ... ... 8

.Majority for ... 11
AYS. NOES.

Xr. Ewing Mr. Dohery
Sir John Forrest Mr. A . Forret
Mr. D. Forrest Mr. Highamn
Mr. Hall Mr. Holing$
Mr: Harper Mr. Hutchinson
Dir. A. Y. MAse]] Mr. Solomon
Mr. flllngwortb Mr. Wallace
Mr. James Mr. Hobble (Teller).
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Locke
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Maman
1dr. Psunefather
Mr. Fiesse
Mr. shell
Mr. Thtrossel
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Wood
Mr: Rason (TdllerJ.
Motion (Mr, Ewing's) thus passed.

MOTION FOR PAPERS-RAILWAY
WORKSHOPS.

Order of the Day read for resumption
of debate on motion by Mr. Higham,
" That all departmental and other reports
referring to the proposed site for the
Railway Workshops at Midland Junction,
more especially those affecting the ques4
tion of foundations for the heavy plant to
be placed there, he laid on the Table of
this House."

THE SPEAKER: This was a return
moved for by the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Higham), and the adjournment of
the debate was moved by the member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper), who
was not now present.

MR. MORAN: The motion ought to be
discharged, seeing the question had been
finally settled.

THE SPEAKER: But the member for
Fremantle might want the papers.
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MR. HIGHAM said he would not be
quite satisfied to see the motion dis-
charged, because as the construction of
the railway workshops at Midland Junc-
tion could not be for some time, any
succeeding Parliament should have full
reports on the question of the site.

Question (for production of papers)
put, and negatived on the voices.

ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

MR. RASON (South Murchison), on
behalf of the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Quinlan), moved that the order be dis-

ueston put and passed, and the order
discharged.

KALGOORLIE MUNICIPAL LOANS
REAPPRORIA1TION BILL.

SECOND READING.

MR. MORAN (East Ooolgardie): In
moving the second reading, said:; I do
not suppose any remarks are wanted,
further than to explain that at the time
it was decided to raise a loan for street
improvement in Kalgoorlie, certain streets
were specified, but Kalgoorlie is growing
so rapidly that by the time the loan was
completed other streets became more
important. The citizens have agreed, and
I am directed to ask the House to agree,
to consent to this alteration in the allot-
ment of the money.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-40 o'clock,

until the next day.

f 3egrslntbt skzsnubf,
Thursday, 4th October, 1900.

Urgency: Fremntle AyIom. aMad Assault-.Quetion:
English Mail and ate Fees--Question: Noxious
Weeds, to Legislate-Xalgoorlic Municia Loan

Repropriln Bill, tird reading-Land Act
Amendment Bil, send reading-Constitution Act

Amendment Bill (Federal Mfeonbers, to disqaiy).
second~~~ iedwsi.omite

Norsemax Railway Bill, second reading (reucaed),
Divisio,negatived-DistilntiounEm,W iConunittee,
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URGENCY-FREMAI4TLE ASYLUM, A
MAD ASSAULT.

MR. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie): I beg formally to move the
adjournment of thefHouse, in order to
call attention to a very serious event
which has recently taken place in the Fre-
mantle Lunatic Asylum. It appears that
a woman, Catherine Clifford, who was
living in the bush some little distalnce from
Perth, went out and unfortunately lost
herself. For some timesbe wandered about
the bush, and as a result, probably, of
the shock and exposure arising from this,
she incurred a mild form of lunacy. This
progressed and developed, until at last
she became somewhat of a nuisance to
the neighbours; the consequence being
that the police finally took charge of her,
and she was removed to the Fremantle
Lunatic Asylum and treated as a patient.
She remfained there, and apparently got
no better for some time; and the other
day (as late as the 21st July) she was
reported by the Medical Officer, Dr.
Hope, as being very quiet but stupid.
On the 26th September she was visited
by her husband, who on arrival at the
gate of the Asylum was told, to his great
astonishment-lie believing, she was in
normal health -- that she was unconscious
and suffering from the effects of an
assault perpetrated upon her by one of
her fellow-patients. On going in to see
his wife, he found her lying in bed in an
unconscious condition. Her eyes were
blackened from the effect of a blow, one
ben * closd; and her face was cut and
bruised, and generally knocked about.
Still, at the same time, she did not appear

Ito be really dying. On the 28th
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